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Autism  silenced  her  son;  missionary  mom  found  ministry 


By  Betty  Poor 

help,  behaves  better.  The  mother  of  a 

For  five  years  the  parents  had  13-year-old  autistic  girl  once  did 
been  trying  to  start  a  school  for  everything  for  her.  Now  the  girl 
autistic  children;  their  children  is  learning  to  do  things  for  her- 
weren’t  accepted  in  regular  self. 

schools.  Until  she  left  for  a  U.S.  fur- 

“They  asked  me  to  talk  to  their  lough  in  June,  Iracema  met  with 
group,  and  I  opened  with  Jeremi-  the  parents  every  Tuesday  night, 
ah  33:3:  ‘Call  to  me  and  I  will  She  prayed  for  each  of  the  chil- 
answer  you  and  tell  you  great  and  dren  and  their  families  and  told 
unsearchable  things  you  do  not  them  God  loves  them, 
know,”’  Iracema  said.  She’s  also  seen  many  changes 

“1  told  them  I  was  shocked  in  Steven.  He’s  learned  to  com- 
with  the  news  about  Steven,  but  municate  much  better  with  his 
that  God  had  given  me  peace,  and  family.  His  brother  and  sister 
I  knew  he  had  a  plan  in  this.  No  understand  his  problem  and  help 
one  else  there  was  an  evangelical  him  rather  than  resent  him. 

Christian.  Some  were  Catholic,  The  Kunkels  now  use  only  one 
some  atheistic.  But  they  said,  language  (English)  at  home  for 
‘Yes,  God  has  a  plan,  only  God.’”  famUy  conversation.  Steven,  now 
They  had  not  been  a  support  5,  has  learned  home  responsibili- 
group  before  —  their  meetings  ties  like  putting  away  his  toys, 
were  strictly  business.  Iracema  After  home  schooling  her  6-year- 
.soon  changed  that.  old,  John  Glenn,  all  morning. 

The  missionary  invited  the  Iracema  spends  two  hours  each 
other  parents  to  her  home,  and  afternoon  teaching  Steven.  She 
about  15  came  to  the  first  meet-  keeps  a  daily  journal  on  his 
ing.  She  began  teaching  them  progress,  and  now  he’s  working 
what  she  had  learned  through  on  the  same  subjects  other  S- 
books,  articles,  and  videos  —  year-olds  learn  in  school, 
sent  by  the'  Foreign  Mission  During  the  Kunkels’  year-long 
Board  and  an  American  doctor  —  furlough,  Steven  is  attending  spe- 
about  teaching  and  communicat-  cial  education  classes  in  public 
ing  with  autistic  childrea  school  in  Kennewick,  Wash. 

Iracema  focused  on  ‘‘facilitat-  Iracema  is  working  as  a  special 
ed  communication,”  a  technique  education  volunteer  at  his  school 
in  which  a  “facilitator”  supports  to  learn  more  about  techniques 
the  hand  of  an  autistic  person,'  for  teaching  autistic  children, 
enabling  him  to  tap  letters  on  a  She’s  also  taking  special  ednea- 
keyboand  or  specially  designed  tion  classes  on  autism  at  a  com- 
caidboard  alphabet.  munity  college. 

The  parents  have  reported  She  feels  her  ministry  in  Safto 
encouraging  benefits.  One  16-  has  only  begun.  When  the 
year-dd  autistic  daughter  is  also  Kunkels  return  there  next  June, 

blind,  but  her  motfier  has  learned  she  hopes  to  use  her  new  training  _ 

to  treat  her  like  an  adolescent  anden)e;rience  tohe^tbeparems  Urugi^. 
rather  than  a  S-year-old.  The  of  autistic  children  fiilfiu  tteir  |afHj|  Cal 
daughter  is  much  happier  and  dream  of  a  qwdal  sdiool.  Po 


“It’s  easier  for  me  to  accept  among  the  desperate  community 
Steven’s  autism  because  I  know  of  parents  and  auti.stic  children  in 
God  has  a  plan  for  each  of  my  Salto,  you  could  say  God  already 
children,”  Iracema  said.  “God  has  has. 

a  plan  for  Steven,  and  I  know  Poor  and  her  husband  Wally 
he’s  going  to  use  him.”  are  Southern  Baptist  missionar- 

Considering  what’s  hsqrpened  ies  in  Uruguay. 


The  .Southern  Bqjtist  Womm’i  hfinkmary  Union  (WMU) 
wiO  change  it*  quarterly  leleaae  dates  for  misaions  education 
curriculum  beginning  in  September  1996,  according  to  Joyce 
Mitchell.  WMU  associate  executive  director.  ‘Xlhuich  lead¬ 
ers  have  been  telling  us  for  some  time  that  a  September  cur¬ 
riculum  release  date  would  be  helpftil  to  them,”  die  said.  The 
change  ia  also  in  keeping  with  recent  deciskma  oi  the  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Convention  (SBC)  interagency  conncil'and 
instructions  from  messengers  at  die  June  1994  SBC  annual 
meeting  in  Orlando.  'Die  SBC  Brotheshood  Commisaion  will 
join  WMU  in  moving  to  the  new  acfaednle  in  1996,  and  aome 
Biqitiat  Sunday  School  Board  programs  will  b^in  uaing  the 
new  schedule  as  early  as  September  199S.  WMU  leaders 
chose  to  implement  the  new  schedule  in  1996  because  of 
major  changes  in  WMU  already  planned  for  199S.  Baptist 
Wopion  and  Baptist  Young  Women  will  be  replaced  in  1995 
with  a  new  organization  called  Women  on  Mission,  and  Mla- 
sloos  Mosaic  magazine  will  debut  in  the  fall  of  next  year. 


Kim  Yo  Chung  is  on  the  mn  and  if  North  Kmean  agenu 
catch  up  widi  him,  he  knows  he’a  a  dead  man.  For  most  of 
the  past  year,  however,  he  has  found  sanctuary  and  the  love 
of  Christ  with  an  American  Christian  couple  who  have  taken 
the  risk  of  dielleaiiig  Urn  in  their  home.  Kim  escaped  from  a 
hhiith  Korean  lumber  camp  in  far  eastern  Russia  near  the 
Chinese  border,  where  up  to  20,000  North  Koreans  are 
forced  to  weak  in  virtual  slavery  for  up  to  dues  years  at  a 
stretch.  The  logging  opentians  have  lo^  provided  econom¬ 
ic  benefits  to  both  North  Korea  and  Russia,  so  the  abuse 
continues.  North  Korean  agents  relentlesaly  trqck  down 
desettera,  breakmg  both  legs  so  diey  can’t  escape  on  dieir 
way  baA  to  North  Korea  to  be  put  to  deadi.  Kim,  who  has  a 
wife  and  child,  is  one  of  many  deserters  who  have  foiuid 
asylum  and  salvation  with  Christian  workers  who  also  hold 
Bible  ..studies  and  conduct  discreet  baptisms  among  the 
wodters  who  will  be  retuming  to  North  Korea  —  this  time 
with  the  gospel  of  Christ  in  their  hearts  and  minds. 


Lany  Braidfoot,  general  counsel  for  the  .Southern  Baptist 
Christian  Life  Commissioo.  warns  that  lottery  companies  are 
on  the  march  nationwide  and  in  Mississippi,  and  they  have 
minions  at  dollars  to  qiend  to  legalize  the  game  of  chance. 


hfisaias^  Bqitists  are  within  $30,000  of  their  $1,230,000 
goal  in  die  drive  to  restore  Gulfshore  AmemUy,  which  was 
destroyed  in  1979  when  Hurricane  Camille  came  ashore 
along  the  stale’s  ^ulf  Coast. 


The  T£.L.  Sunday  School  class  of  Main  Street  Church. 
Hattiesburg,  is  commended  for  announcing  that  they  will 
begin  sending  a  subset^on  of  The  Baptist  Rdcord  to  the 
municipal  library  for  all  to  see  and  read. 


.•.*N  K  ■ 
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Editor’s  Notebook=_=o.  ne 

Who  really  supports  the  CP? 


WARNING! 

LARGE  DOG 
CRYING 
AFFECTION! 


Source:  The  Best  Cartoons  from  Bie  Sahsrday  Evening  Post  compiled  and 
edited  by  Steven  Pettinga.  (Zondervan,  1993),  available  at  your  local  book¬ 
store  or  by  calling  800-727-3480. 


The  Fragment! 


True  currency 


Quilts  have  become  big  busi-  When  the  Woman’s  Missionary 
ness.  Just  price  one  on  the  high-  Union  (WMU)  observed  its  100th 
way  and  it  will  make  an  electric  amiiversary,  the  women  in  Missis- 
blanket  seem  cheap.  My  mother  sippi  went  on  a  quilting  bee 
was  rich  but  didn’t  know  it.  She  revival.  The  Baptist  Record  was 
was  a  great  coUeaor  of  quilts.  The  inundated  with  pictures  of  beauti- 
Dow  Jones  didn’t  mean  near  as  ful  quilts.  Mama  always  loved  the 
much  as  squares  and  cotton.  Her  WMU  but  those  pictures  really 
marital  advice  to  younjg  brides  was  solidified  the  relationship.  She 
to  have  plenty  of  quilts.  Two  of  thought  the  religious  world  was 
her  sons  built  a  “quilt  doset’’  for  finally  coming  back  to  a  truly  con- 
ber  when  she  lived  in  Forest  servative  doctrine. 

It  could  well  be  the  only  quilt  Recently  I  noticed  a  quilting 
closet  left  standing.  I  personally  frame  with  a  neariy  finish^  quilt 
know  there  is  not  another  one  like  at  the  Eastside  Church  in  Forest, 
it  Mama  never  believed  a  bed  was  Frank  Morgan,  pastor,  said  it  was 
made  properly  unless  there  were  another  ministry  of  the  church, 
several  auilts  under  the  counter-  Mama  would  have  moved  her 
pane...  which  she  called  the  “coun-  membership  had  she  known  about 
ty  pin.”  it.  —  GH 


Convict’s  voice  from  the  grave 
sounds  warning  to  viewers 


By  C.C.  Risenhoover 

An  earlier  Nethery  testimony 
was  part  of  “Set  Free,”  an  RTVC 
documentary  produced  for  NBC 
stations  in  lSi91. 

Nethery,  Miose  grandfrdfaer  and 
great-gra^father  were  preachers, 
never  deiued  killing  pohoe  officer 
J.D.  McCarty  in  February  1981. 
Instead,  be  expressed  guilt  and 
remorse  for  what  happened. 

The  way  he  told  it,  at  age  19  he 
and  a  drinking  buddy  left  Soddy- 
Daisey,  Tenn.,  to  find  “the  good 
life”  in  the  big  dty.  They  end^  up 
in  Dallas.  What  followed  was  a 
year  and  a  half  of  drugs,  alcohol, 
girls,  and  robbery. 

Nethery  and  a  young  woman 
were  parked  near  White  Rock  Lake 
in  Dallas  when  diey  were  irKerrupt- 
ed  by  Officer  McCarty,  tdd  to  get 
dressed  and  go  home.  As  the 
policeman  was  returning  to  bis 
patrol  car  something  snapped  in 
hfetfaety’s  mind.  He  got  out  of  his 
car  and  started  shooting  wildly. 
McCarty  died  from  a  bullet  wou^ 


FORT  WORTH  (BP)  —  A 
voice  from  the  grave  speak  to 
young  people  via  satellite  S^  28, 
Oct.  5,  and  Oct.  6.  Those  are  the 
dates  ACTS  and  FamilyNet  will 
telecast  convicted  cop  killer 
Stephen  Nethery ’s  last  interview, 
corseted  the  day  before  his  exe¬ 
cution  in  Texas. 

The  interview  is  on  the  program 
“Oose-up  and  Personal,”  broadcast 
on  FamilyNet  Sept.  28  at  8  p.m.  ET 
and  simulcast  on  both  ACTS  aryl 
FamilyNet  Oct.  5  at  1 1  p.m.  ET. 
The  program  will  be  telecast  again 
on  ACTS  Oct.  6  at  10:30  a.m.  ET. 

FamilyNet  is  the  Radio  and 
Television  Commission  broadcast 
television  service  that  reaches  into 
more  than  SO  million  homes. 
ACTS  is  the  agency’s  cable  televi¬ 
sion  service  that  reaches  into  more 
than  20  million  homes. 

Producer  Rosser  McDonald 
interviewed  Stephen  Nethery  just 
before  he  was  put  to  death  by  lethal 
injection  on  May  27, 1994. 


“My  parents  tried  very  hard,”  he  doubts:  “Well,  just  kind  of  wonder-  throu^  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  And 

said.  “I  had  every  break  in  the  ing.  Am  I  ready?  Have  I  lived  as  to,  above  anything,  to  make  sure 

world.  We  didn’t  come  from  a  close  to  Christ  as  I  should  have  or  you  have  that  intimacy.” 

poverty-ridden  family  or  ghetto  or  could  have?  Have  I  done  every-  Nethery’s  last  wot^  to  McDon- 
anything  like  that....  I  bad  no  good  thing  God  wanted  me  to  do  since  aid  were:  “Thank  all  the  people  at 

excuses.  I  bad  everything  I  needed.  I’ve  become  a  Christian,  you  the  Radio  and  Televi.sion  Commis- 

I  had  love  arxl  support....  They  took  know?  I  realize  already  my  past  is  sion.  I  appreciate  your  prayers, 

me  to  church....  I  just  rebeUed  from  forgiven,  OK?  All  the  crimes  arul  love.  And  pray  for  my  family, 

an  early  age.”  sins,  and  things  that  I  did  in  the  That’s  what  I  really  ask  at  this  time. 

Parents  Hal  and  Evelyn  Nethery  past...  he  washed  that  under  the  Pray  that  God’s  will  be  done  in  my 

raised  three  children.  Stephen  was  blood.  life  and  that  my  family  be  comfort- 

the  middle  child.  There  is  an  older  “Since  I’ve  become  a  Christian,  ed  and  able  to  calmly  and  peace- 
son,  Mike,  arxl  a  daughter,  Susan,  have  I  lived  as  faithfully,  you  ably  accept  whatever  hwpens... 

The  parents  are  members  of  Pil-  know?  Am  I  going  to  hear  him  say,  whether  I’m  here  or  with  Christ.” 

grims  Rest  Church  in  southeastern  ‘Well  done,  thou  good  and  faithftil  RTVC  leaders  urged  viewers  to 
Tennessee.  servant?’  That’s  what  I  want  to  videotape  the  “Nethery”  edition  of 

As  fOT  bis  feeling  about  dyirig,  hear,  right?  Because  I  want  to  be  “Qose-up  arxl  Person^”  for  show- 

Netfiery  said,  he  hadao  “indescrib-  good  arid  faithful.”  ing  to  youth  groups, 

able...  peace  and  joy”  mingled  with  Asked  what  advice  he  would  A  videotape  of  the  Nethery  pro- 
“a  few  moments  of  anxiety  or  give  young  people,  Nethery  said:  gram  can  be  purchased  from  the 

doubt.”  “Well,  I  feel  like  the  most  impor-  RTVC;  phone  (817)  737-401 1 . 

Nethery,  who  said  he  was  “bom  tant  dung  in  life  is  to  have  that  per-  Risenhoover  is  consultant  with 
again”  July  1,  1981,  described  his  sonal  relationship  with  God  RTVC,  Fort  Worth. 
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Trustees  affirm  Landes  signing  of  Catholic-evangelical  paper 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  Christ¬ 
ian  Life  Commission  trustees 
unanimously  affirmed  CLC  Exec¬ 
utive  Director  Richard  Land’s 
signing  of  the  controversial  and 
historic  document  “Evangelicals 
and  Catholics  Together”  and  also 
affirmed  “the  desirability  of  (the 
(XC  staff)  porsiiing  efforts  with 
like-minded  groups”  outside  the 
denomination. 

The  trustees’  affirmation,  dur¬ 
ing  their  annual  meeting  in  Nash¬ 
ville  Sept.  13-14,  was  in  response 
to  a  motion  referred  by  the  1994 


Southern  B^rtist  Convention  in 
Oilaixlo.  That  motion,  written  by 
messenger  Robort  N.  Good  Sr. , 
of  MissiiMippi,  soo{^t  to  censure 
Land  and  Home  bfission  Board 
President  Larry  Lewis  for  signing 
the  document  and  to  bar  future 
cooperative  efforts.  Home  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  trustees  recently 
affirmed  Lewis’  signing  of  tite 
document,  then  later  11  HMB 
trustees  signed  a  mincrnty  report 
dissenting  from  the  action. 

During  the  CLC  trustees’ 
meeting,  no  trustee  ^ke  against 


or  voted  against  the  motion  to 
support  Laiid.  Discussion  cen¬ 
tered  around  how  and  why  the 
document  became  so  controver¬ 
sial.  Land  told  trustees  he  was 
surprised  the  document  stirred  so 
much  controversy,  particularly 
among  conservatives  in  the 
denomination. 

“I  most  tell  you  that  we  were 
all  genuinely  shocked  by  the 
degree  and  the  venom  of  the 
attacks,”  Land  said.  “We  assumed 
that  an  attack  would  come  from 
liberals  who  shake  in  their  boots 


at  tbe  potential  of  Catholic-evan¬ 
gelical  cooperation  on  the  culture 
war  that  we  face.  Had  I  had  any 
iidcling  that  it  was  going  to  cause 
this  khid  of  craitrovetsy,  I  would 
have  certainly  consulted  with 
more  people  and  with  some  of  the 
people  on  this  commission 
(boa^)  before  I  signed  it.” 

To  support  their  staiKl,  trustees 
cited  passages  from  sections  on 
“Reli^ous  Liberty,”  “Coopera¬ 
tion,”  and  “The  Christian  arid  the 
Social  Order”  in  the  1963  Baptist 
Faitii  and  Message. 


CLC  trustees  also  voted  not  to 
accept  Cooperative  Baptist  Fel¬ 
lowship  funds  retroactive  to  June 
IS,  when  the  SBC  in  Orlando 
adopted  a  motion  directing  SBC 
agencies  and  institutions  to 
decline  funds  channeled  through 
the  CBF,  a  fledgling  denomina¬ 
tion  of  Baptist  moderates 
opposed  to  SBC  leadership  in  the 
process  of  breaking  away  from 
the  SBC.  Land  previously  had 
returned  a  check  for  $1.47  from 
the  CBF  issued  to  the  CLC  after 
June  IS. 
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State  directors  review 
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HiatjttHt  mrroru  draft  of  HMB  report 
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Baptists  plan  quick  relief, 
aid  in  U.S. -occupied  Haiti 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  — 
While  tbe  worid  breathed  a  sigh  of 
relief  after  negotiators  averted  a 
U.S.  invasion  of  Haiti,  Southern 
Biqjtists  stepped  im  relief  plans  to 
ease  the  pain  of  sunfering  I&tiaos. 

The  projects  —  a  joint  effort  of 
the  Southern  Bsmtist  Brodierhood 
Conunission  and  Southern  B^itist 
Foreign  Mission  Board  —  likely 
will  send  at  least  ISO  U.S.  volun¬ 
teers  to  Haiti.  First  they’ll  distrib¬ 
ute  food  to  hungry  Haitians.  Addi¬ 
tional  teams  may  work  in  medical 
care,  water  well  repair,  water 
purification,  and  construction. 

“We’re  grateful  it  appears  there 
will  be  a  peaceful  solution”  to  tbe 
crisis  in  Haiti,  said  Ronald  Wilson, 
who  directs  Foreign  Mission  Board 
work  in  the  Caribbean.  “We’re 
evaluating  when  we  can  return  to 
Haiti  through  various  means  so  we 
can  minister  to  human  needs.” 

Planners  first  thought  the  relief 
projects  would  occur  shortly  after 
an  expected  U.S.  military  attack 
against  Haiti.  That  scenario 


changed  late  Sept  18  when  nego¬ 
tiators  led  by  former  President 
Jimmy  Carter  reached  an  11th- 
bour  agreement  with  Haitian  mili¬ 
tary  leader  Raoul  (3edras.  Tbe  deal, 
made  as  61  U.S.  invasion  planes 
were  on  their  way  to  Haiti, 
requires  tbe  nation’s  military  lead¬ 
ers  to  step  down  Oct  IS. 

Missionaries  David  and  Judy 
Heady,  from  Owensboro,  Ky.,  and 
some  of  their  colleagues  spent 
most  of  the  day  Sept.  18  praying 
for  U.S.  and  Haitian  leaders  trying 
to  negotiate  a  settlement.  The 
Headys,  Southern  Baptists,  serve 
in  Haiti  through  Global  Outreach, 
a  missioa  agency  in  Tupelo. 

“There’s  been  an  extreme 
amount  of  tension,”  reported 
Heady  by  telef^ione  Sept.  19  fiom 
his  home  overlooking  Port-au- 
Prince  bay  as  he  watch^  some  of 
tbe  first  U.S.  soldiers  latxl  in  Haiti. 
“But  we’re  thankful  to  God  that  in 
that  1 1th  hour  the  troops  were 
turned  around  and  we  dkfar  t  have  a 
forceful  etkry  by  tbe  U.S.  military 


Student  Conference  set 
for  Sept.  23,  FBC,  Clinton 


The  State  College  Student  Con¬ 
ference  will  take  place  Sept.  23-24 
at  Hrst  Church,  C^ton 

“Sharing  Our  Hope”  is  the 
theme  of  tte  conference,  which 
begins  at  7:30  p.m.  on  Friday  and 
concludes  tbe  next  afternoon  at 
5:30. 

This  aimual  meeting  of  B!q>tist 
students  from  all  over  Mississippi 
will  feature  testimonies  by  sum¬ 
mer  missionaries,  music  led  by 
Mack  and  Sbayla  Blake  of  Ruston, 
La.,  and  messages  by  Keith 
Tonkel,  Rob  Boyd,  and  Dottie 
Williamson. 

Tonkel  is  pastor  of  Wells 
Memorial  United  Methodist 
dlburch  in  Jackson.  Boyd  is  pastor 


of  First  Church,  Indianola.  Wil¬ 
liamson  is  a  church  starter  ttus- 
sionary  for  the  Home  Mission 
Board. 

Among  the  IS  seminars  to  be 
offered  during  the  conference,  top¬ 
ics  include  “Looking  for  Love  in 
all  tbe  Wrong  ’Fices’r  “Finding 
the  Truth  in  the  Era  of  Op^  Phil, 
and  Geraldo,”  and  “Dealing  with 
Abusive  Relationships.” 

Lee  Sanders,  a  student  at  the 
University  of  Nfississi[^i,  is  state 
BSU  president 

The  program  is  sponsored  by 
tbe  Department  of  Student  Work, 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board.  For  mne  information,  call 
that  department  at  (8(X))  748-1651. 


into  this  country.” 

A  team  of  Southern  Baptists 
h(^>es  to  travel  to  Haiti  to  assess 
human  needs  as  soon  as  arrange¬ 
ments  can  be  made,  Wilson  said 
The  group  will  include  Foreign 
Mission  Board  missionaries  who 
left  Haiti  just  before  a  ban  on  U.S. 
commercial  flights  there  took 
effect  June  25. 

They  are  career  missionaries 
Mark  and  Peggy  Rutledge,  from 
Murfreesboro,  Term.,  and  Glen¬ 
dale,  Calif.,  respectively;  Interna¬ 
tiona  Service  Corps  workers  Ed 
and  Mary  Brentham,  fiom  Belton, 
Texas;  and  journeyman  Todd 
Lowe,  fiom  Central,  S.C. 

Other  assessment  team  mem¬ 
bers  likely  will  include  leaders 
from  tbe  Brotherhood  Commis¬ 
sion,  tbe  Foreign  Mission  Board, 
and  some  state  Bi^rist  conventions 
experierx^ed  in  reuef  fuojects,  Vril- 
sonsaid 

The  team  will  determine  what 
needs  Southern  B^}^  volunteers 
can  best  meet  in  Haiti. 

Southern  Baptist  relief  planners 
expect  volunteers  first  will  work  in 
fo^  distribution  for  about  seven 
weeks.  Project  logistics  are  still 
being  woik^  out. 

“There  are  a  lot  of  things  up  in 
tbe  air,”  said  Rutledge  Srat.  19, 
shortly  after  talking  to  a  Haitian 
Baptist  leader  in  Port-au-Prince. 
“We  haven’t  been  able  to  deter¬ 
mine  whether  the  embargo  has 
been  lifted  although  we’ve  heard 
that  rqxmed  on  tbe  news.” 

Qualified  Southern  Baptists 
who  want  to  volunteer  for  these 
projects  should  call  the  Brother- 
ho<^  Commission  at  (800)  280- 
1891  or  (901)  722-3787.  Financial 
contributions  for  the  Haiti  project 
may  be  sent  to  tbe  human  needs 
department  of  die  Foreign  Mission 
Board  P.O.  Box  6767,  Richmond, 
VA  23230-0767  or  to  the  Brother¬ 
hood  Commission,  1548  Poplar 
Ave.,  Memphis,  TN  38104. 


ATLANTA  (BP)  —  Executive 
directots  from  more  than  30  state 
Baptist  conventions  reviewed  the 
co^dcntial  draft  report  concern¬ 
ing  th^  Home  Mission  Board’s 
relatioqship  widi  state  conventions. 

Royi  Smith,  executive  director- 
treasurn  of  the  State  Convention 
of  Nor^  Carolina,  called  tbe  dis¬ 
cussion' “a  be^fiil  process.” 

“I  dunk  it  most  important  that 
we  had  a  chance  to  share  in  the 
discussion  of  what  we  might  do  to 
enhance  our  work  in  the  fiiture,” 
Smidi  tdd  Baptist  Press  following 
the  meeting,  which  he  termed 
“open,  candid,  and  he^fiil.”  Smith 
serves  as  president  of  the  state 
executive  organization. 

The  state  executives  met  Sept. 
16  with  members  of  tbe  controver¬ 
sial  committee  which  was  created 
by  a  vote  of  tbe  HMB  executive 
committee  last  June. 

HMB  board  chairman  Bob  Cur¬ 
tis,  pastor  of  Ballwin  (Mo.) 
Church,  agreed  the  meeting  was 
beneficial,  saying  it  cleared  up 
misunderstandings  and  mispercep¬ 
tions.  “I  dunk  the  meeting  <dleviat- 
ed  a  lot  of  preconceived  concern 
about  (the  committee’s)  intent,” 
Curtis  said.  “Our  purpose  has 
never  been  to  investigate  the  state 
ctmventions  but  to  strengthen  and 
enhance  our  relationsb^.” 

Greg  Martin,  HMB  directm* 
from  Mississippi  who  made  the 
motion  creating  the  committee  and 
a  member  of  the  study  conunittee, ' 


agreed  die  meeting  with  state  execs 
was  positive. 

“This  was  a  very  (^n  and  hon¬ 
est  dialogue.  There  should  be  more 
meetings  like  this  between  groiqis 
in  tbe  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion,”  Martin  said. 

The  committee  report  distrib¬ 
uted  at  the  meeting  was  labeled 
“working  draft.”  ^rtis  said  all 
cmnments  from  tbe  meeting  would 
be  shared  with  committee  mem¬ 
bers  imor  to  their  next  meeting  in 
two  weeks.  According  to  Curtis, 
the  committee  will  fina^ze  its  rec- 
ommendatitMis  and  present  them  to 
tbe  HMB’s  administrative  commit¬ 
tee,  with  full  board  actiem  antici¬ 
pate  in  December. 

Curtis  explained  the  report  is 
confidential  at  this  pdnt  because  it 
is  still  a  draft  but  said  it  is  divided 
into  three  sections.  “The  preface 
reiterates  our  intent  regar^g  the 
motion.  A  report  section  lays  out 
the  historical  foundations  for  our 
relationship  with  state  conventions, 
particularly  addressing  both  the 
autonomy  as  well  as  interdepen¬ 
dence  of  our  entities,”  he  said. 
“The  recommendations  area  will 
seek  to  put  the  committee  work  to 
rest,  as  well  as  focus  on  tbe  mutual 
trust  and  understanding  necessary 
for  us  to  work  together.” 

Both  Curtis  and  Smith  told  Bap¬ 
tist  Press  several  members  of  tte 
group  made  a  point  of  affirming 
the  leadership  of  Larry  Lewis. 
HMB  president,  and  his  staff. 


Hotels  available  to  state 
convention  messengers 


Messengm  planning  to  anend 
the  1994  Mississippi  Bsqrtist  Con¬ 
vention  (MBC)  Nov.  1-2  have  a 
variety  of  hotels  and  motels  from 
which  to  choose.  Below  is  a  partial 
list  of  facilities  located  near  tbe 
convention  site.  First  Church, 
Jadtson.  Prices  do  not  include  tax. 
Identify  yourself  as  with  tbe  MBC 
to  insure  quoted  price. 

Admiral  Benbow  Iim,  905  N. 
State  St.,  (601)  948-4161;  $33  for 
single  (one  or  two  people),  $42  for 
double  (two  to  four  people)  and 
king-size  bed. 

Cabot  Lodge,  1-55  North  at 
County  Line  Road,  Ridgeland, 
(601)  957-0757;  $60,  single  stan¬ 
dard,  $64,  king-size  bed,  $8  per 
additional  person. 

Cabot  Lodge,  Millsaps,  State 


Street  at  Woodrow  Wilstm,  (601) 
948-8650;  $62,  flat,  lower  floor, 
$72,  executive  floor. 

Coliseum  Ramada  Inn,  1-55 
North  between  Pearl  and  High 
street  exits,  (601)  969-2141;  $53. 
single,  $60,  double. 

Holiday  Inn  Downtown,  200  E. 
Amite  St.,  (601)  %9-5100;  $60. 
single  or  double. 

Red  Roof  Inn,  1-55  North  at 
High  Street,  (601)  969-5006); 
$30.99,  single,  $41.99,  double. 

Wilson  Inn,  1-55  North  at  High 
Street,  (601)  948-4466;  $39.95. 
single,  $45.95,  double. 

Edison  Walthall,  225  E.  Capi¬ 
tol,  (601)  948-6161;  $60,  single, 
$70,  double,  guaranteed  block  of 
ei^t  or  more  rooms,  $54,  single, 
$M,  double. 


Samford  trustees  vote  to 
elect  their  own  successors 


Corder,  pastor  of  the  First  Church,  repeal  itself,"  said  the  Beeson 
Trussville  near  Birmingham.  “I  school,  which  receives  no  state 
respect  the  integrity  of  the  board  convention  mone3'...will  remain 
members,  and  Dr.  Corts  has  “explicitly  evangelical"  and  “con- 
affirmed  to  me  Samford ’s  rela-  tinue  to  nurture  a  close  and  mutu- 

tionship  with  the  state  convention,  ally  supportive  relationship  with 

I  personally  regret  that  we  have  an  the  Alabama  Convention." 
environment  that  has  created  what  Corts  said  Samford  did  not  fol- 
they  see  is  a  nece.ssity  to  take  tliis  low  the  models  of  other  Baptist 
action.  I  want  to  give  this  decision  universities  in  changing  its  board 
as  much  space  as  1  can  without  selection  process, 
being  judgmental  and  without  Corts  said  recent  events 
compromising  my  responsibilities  “alarmed”  trustees  about  the 
as  state  convention  president.”  -  potential  for  political  manipula¬ 
tion  of  the  trustee  process. 

Alabama  exec,  didn’t  know 

Politics  make  school  vulnerable 

Troy  Morrison,  the  executive 

secretary  of  the  Alabama  Baptist  “It  appears  that  political  factors 
State  Convention,  also  could  not  increasingly  impact  the  Southern 
attend  the  meeting.  Morrison  said  Baptist  Convention,  with  obvious 
he  was  “disappointed”  by  the  tnis-  potential  to  disrupt  the  Alabama 
tees’  action,  which  was  not  dis-  Convention,”  said  the  board  in  “A 
cussed  with  him  in  advance.  “This  Report  to  Alabama  Baptists,"  a 
is  an  Alabama  Baptist  matter  and  six-page  question-and-answer 
should  be  discussed  within  the  .statement  that  was  mailed  to  pas- 
family  of  Alabama  Baptists,”  said  tors  following  the  vote. 

Morrison.  “These  factors,  along  with  pro- 

Coits,  who  called  both  Moni-  posals  concerning  denominational 
son  and  the  convention’s  attorney  trustees  here  in  Alabama,  have 
after  the  vote,  said  giving  prior  raised  the  possibility  that  great 
notice  to  convention  officials  harm  could  come  to  Samford.  If 
would  have  placed  them  in  “an  the  election  of  Samford  trustees 


BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.  (ABP) 

—  In  a  surprise  move,  trustees  of 
Samford  University  voted  Sept. 
13  to  elect  their  own  succes.sors 

—  a  prerogative  granted  to  the 
Alabama  State  Convention  since 
1845  —  saying  the  move  is  neces¬ 
sary  to  protect  the  Birmingham, 
Ala.,  school  from  a  fundamental¬ 
ist  takeover. 

At  its  regular  fall  meeting, 
Samford’s  board  of  trustees  voted 
to  take  legal  steps  to  allow  it  to 
elect  its  own  board  of  trustees 
without  approval  of  the  1  million- 
member  state  convention.  In  the 
past,  the  convention  has  elected 
Samford  trustees  selected  through 
a  nominating  process,  traditional¬ 
ly  in  consultation  with  the 
school’s  president. 

The  change  takes  effect  imme¬ 
diately,  leaving  it  up  to  the  con¬ 
vention  to  decide  wither  to  retal¬ 
iate,  either  by  challenging  the 
move  in  court  or  defiinding  the  $4 
million  it  contributes  to  Samford’s 
$68  million  budget. 

The  university’s  president  said 
he  hopes  neither  action  will  be 
necessary,  because  the  change  is 
not  intended  to  alter  Samford’s 
relationship  with  Alabama  Bap- 


Association’s  Gold  Award 

Carroll  Association  received  the  Associational  Gold  Award  from  the 
Discipleship  and  Family  Ministries  Department  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  (MBCB).  Mose  Dangerfield  (left),  director  of  the  Disci¬ 
pleship  and  Family  Ministries  Department,  presented  a  plaque  to  Jane 
Blair  (center),  associational  discipleship  director,  and  Ronald  Ballard 
(right),  director  of  missions,  during  the  Aug.)  22  pastors’  and  directors’ 
dinner.  The  Gold  Award  is  given  to  associ^ns  which  excel  in  meeting 
standards  for  Discipleship  Training  set  by^those  sections  of  the  Baptist 
Sunday  School  Board  and  MBCB. 

Baptist  Women,  Young 
Women  will  travel 
to  Oxford  for  retreat 


Camp  Lake  Stephens  near 
Oxford  will  be  the  site  of  the  fall 
1994  Baptist  Women/Baptist 
Young  Women 
Retreat  on  Oct. 
7-8.  Retreat 
theme  is  “A 
Time  to  Grow.” 

Nan  Sugg, 
appointed  in 
1977  as  mis¬ 
sionary  to  Tai¬ 
wan  by  the 
Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Foreign 
Mission  Board  (FMB),  will  share 
her  experiences  on  the  mission 
held. 

Kay  Brown, 
FMB  mission¬ 
ary  nurse  since 
1986,  will  de¬ 
scribe  her  work 
in  Barranquilla, 
Colombia, 
South  America. 

Judy  Ed¬ 
wards,  products 
Edwards  editor  for  the 

Woman’s  Mis¬ 
sionary  Union  (WMU)  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention,  will 
share  her  experiences  as  a  Soutb- 


ATLANTA  (BP)  —  Here  is 
an  update  on  Southern  Baptist 
ministry  with  Cuban  and  Haitian 
refugees: 

—  The  Home  Mission  Board 
has  released  $20,000  in  hunger 
funds  to  be  distributed  through 
the  HMB’s  refugee  resettlement 
office. 

—  The  Transit  Center  in  Key 
West,  Fla.,  the  subject  of  a  story 
released  by  Baptist  Press  Aug. 
22,  is  no  longer  receiving 
refugees  due  to  the  change  in 


em  Baptist  Home  Mission  Board 
missionary  on  a  Navajo  reserva¬ 
tion. 

After  supper 
on  Friday  even¬ 
ing,  there  will  be 
specialty  confer¬ 
ences,  testi¬ 
monies,  mis¬ 
sions  speakers, 
aixl  music. 

Music  will  be 
led  by  Deborah 
Sanders  and 
Melissa  Alexan¬ 
der  of  Oxford.  Martha  Kate 
Phillips  of  Calhoun  City  and 
Donna  Brown  of  Big  Creek  will 
lead  crafts. 

Cost  of  the  retreat  is  $25  per 
person.  Registration  will  begin  at  4 
.m.  on  Oct.  7  at  Camp  Lake 
tephens,  located  five  miles  out¬ 
side  Oxford  on  Highway  334.  The 
retreat  will  conclude  after  lunch  on 
Oct.  8. 

Deadline  for  reservations  is  Oct. 
3.  For  more  information,  contact 
Ashley  McCaleb  at  WMU,  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptist  Convention  Board, 
P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205- 
0530.  Telephone:  (601)  968-3800 
or  toU-free  (800)  748-1651. 


government  policy.  Tomas  Diaz, 
home  missionary  and  director  of 
that  center,  has  been  given  per¬ 
mission  to  visit  refugees 
detained  at  the  Key  West  Naval 
Base. 

—  Refugee  kits  are  being  col¬ 
lected  by  the  Miami  Baptist 
Association.  Kits  should  include 
towel,  washcloth,  deodorant,  bar 
of  soap,  comb,  toothpaste,  tooth¬ 
brush,  shampoo,  and  Band- Aids. 
Send  kits  to  the  Miami  Baptist 
Association,  3520  SW  97th 


tists. 

“This  university  does  not  want 
to  change  its  mission  or  its  rela¬ 
tionship  with  Alabama  Baptists,” 
said  President  Thomas  Corts,  who 
marked  his  10th  anniversary  at  the 
school  last  year.  “We  did  not  take 
this  action  out  of  hostility,  retribu¬ 
tion,  or  in  response  to  any  particu¬ 
lar  event.  This  is  a  result  of  quiet, 
reflective  thinking  about  the 
future  and  destiny  of  this  institu¬ 
tion.” 

Samford  ’’stolen”  from  state 

However,  one  of  the  two  board 
members  who  voted  against  the 
change,  Calvin  Kelly  of  Birming¬ 
ham,  said:  “Samford  University 
has  effectively  been  stolen  from 
the  state  convention.  There  is  no 
way  that  the  relationship  between 
Samford  and  the  state  convention 
will  not  change.  As  I  see  it  the  ties 
have  been  severed.” 

Dewey  Corder,  the  president  of 
the  state  convention  and  an  ex- 
officio  member  of  the  Samford 
board,  was  not  present  at  the 
meeting  and  said  he  could  not  pre¬ 
dict  the  impact  of  the  decision. 

“I  don’t  want  to  be  reactionary, 
although  I  was  surprised,”  said 


Ave.,  Miami,  FL  33165.  Span¬ 
ish  and  Creole  Bibles  are  also 
needed. 

—  The  HMB  refugee  resettle¬ 
ment  office  is  looking  for  church¬ 
es  to  sponsor  Cuban  and  Haitian 
refugee  families.  For  information, 
call  the  office  at  (404)  898-7395. 

—  Ten  Southern  Baptist  chap¬ 
lains  are  among  the  39  military 
chaplains  serving  in  Guantanamo 
Bay,  Cuba,  where  thousands  of 
Haitian  and  Cuban  refugees  are 
being  held. 


untenable  position.” 

Samford,  which  enrolls  4,500 
students  and  whose  endowment  is 
among  the  top  5%  of  institutions 
in  the  country,  currently  receives 
approximately  $4  million  out  of 
its  $68  million  budget  from  the 
Alabama  State  Convention’s 
Cooperative  Program  budget. 
University  officials  stated  that 
Samford  gives  back  almost  half 
that  amount  in  direct  scholarships 
to  the  dependents  of  ministers  a^ 
to  ministerial  students. 

Trend  in  Baptist  schools 

The  Samford  move  follows  a 
new  trend  for  Baptist  colleges. 
Hoping  to  avoid  the  turmoil  felt  in 
recent  years  by  seminaries  coming 
under  control  of  trustees  elected 
by  the  conservative  faction  run¬ 
ning  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention,  several  state  convention- 
owned  schools  have  taken  steps  to 
distance  themselves  from  the 
denomination’s  political  process. 

Furman  University  in  South 
Carolina,  Wake  Forest  University 
in  North  Carolina,  Baylor  Univer¬ 
sity  in  Texas,  and  Stetson  Univer¬ 
sity  in  Florida  have  all  distanced 
themselves  from  their  respective 
state  conventions  in  the  last  few 
years,  in  some  cases  severing  all 
legal  ties. 

Some  observers,  however,  say 
such  moves  often  signal  a  first 
step  away  from  a  distinctively 
Baptist  heritage.  “The  record  of 
history  shows  that,  in  the  long 
term,  most  institutions  that  have 
broken  ties  with  their  constituency 
do  not  retain  a  lively  commitment 
to  the  Christian  faith  but  only  a 
thin  veneer  of  religiosity,  if  even 
that,”  observed  Timothy  George, 
dean  of  Sam  ford’s  Beeson  Divini¬ 
ty  School. 

George,  who  added,  “I  do  not 
think  history  must  necessarily 


—  who  have  ultimate  responsibil¬ 
ity  for  Samford  University  —  is 
placed  in  doubt  every  year,  and 
the  threat  of  ‘stacking’  the  board 
of  trustees  with  persons  of  partic¬ 
ular  political  loyalties  is  ever-pre- 
.sent,  and  Samford  is  regularly 
harassed  with  minor  charges  only 
to  be  exploited  for  what  appear  to 
be  political  objectives,  then  the 
university’s  current  operations 
and  future  progress  are  jeopar¬ 
dized.” 

Board  Chairman  Gerow 
Hodges  of  Birmingham  said  all 
long-range  studies  for  the  univer¬ 
sity  showed  continuing  progress 
and  growth  but  that  the  politics  of 
board  selection  remained  a  glaring 
vulnerability.  Hodges  said  the 
board  feared  the  pos.sibilily  of  an 
organized  “takeover." 

Heading  off  takeover 

“Our  trustees  saw  this  situation 
as  extremely  grave,”  .said  Hodges. 
‘To  deal  with  it,  our  board  chose 
a  far-sighted  course  of  action  that 
allows  us  to  remain  vitally  close 
to  the  Alabama  Baptist  State  Con¬ 
vention,  while  safeguarding  the 
university’s  future.” 

Dissenting  trustee  Kelly,  pastor 
of  Birmingham’s  Valleydale 
Church,  said  he  resented  the 
“slick,  orchestrated”  way  the  vote 
took  place.  “I  frankly  think  that 
this  is  a  raw  and  arrogant  abuse  of 
power,  stealing  Samford  from  a 
constituency  that  has  loved  it,  nur¬ 
tured  it,  and  given  sacrificiaUy  to 
it  for  150  years.  All  of  this  was 
broken  in  a  hour’s  time. 

“It  reeks  of  distrust  and  para¬ 
noia  on  Samford’s  part.  It’s  terri¬ 
bly  ironic  that  what  we  have  .said 
is  that  we  cannot  trust  1  million 
Alabama  Baptists,  but  we  are  ask¬ 
ing  the  state  convention  to  entrust 
36  individuals  with  absolute  con¬ 
trol  of  this  institution.” 


Sugg 


her  experiences 


field. 


Edwards 


Hunger  funds  released  for  resettlement 


Majority,  minority  positions  aired 
on  proposed  Texas  budget  changes 


DALLAS  (BP)  —  The  213- 
member  executive  board  of  the 
Baptist  General  Convention  of 
Texas  at  its  Sept.  13  meeting  in 
Dallas  recommended  a  $63.5  mil- 
lion-plus  giving  goal  including  a 
$41  million  Texas  Baptist  budget 
for  1995  and  heard  majority  and 
minority  reports  from  the  Coqrer- 
ative  Missions  Giving  Study  Com¬ 
mittee. 

The  board,  which  conducts 
business  of  the  BGCT  between 
annual  convention  sessioas,  over¬ 
whelmingly  rejected  an  amend¬ 
ment  to  the  budget  proposal  by 
John  Brunson  of  Houston  that 
would  have  reduced  funding  to 
Baylor  University  by  $3.1  million. 

The  board  recommended  an 
increase  to  Texas  missions  causes 
of  $770,210  (1.9%)  over  the  1994 
budget.  However,  $724,407  sim- 
p^ly  reflected  a  transfer  to  the 
Texas  budget  of  expenses  for  the 
ministers  protection  plan  and 
Cooperative  Program  promotion 
which  previously  bad  b^n  shared 


vdth  the  Southern  Bqrtist  Conven¬ 
tion. 

The  proposed  budget  wilf  be 
considered  for  aj^roval  by  mes¬ 
sengers  to  the  annual  BGCT  meet¬ 
ing,  Oct.  31-Nov.  1  in  Amarillo.  If 
^proved  by  the  state  convention, 
gifts  for  the  Cot^rative  Program 
unified  budget  would  be  distrib¬ 
uted  64.5%  to  Texas  causes  and 
35.5%  to  worldwide  missions. 

Under  the  committee’s  recom¬ 
mended  approach,  the  BGCT 
would  continue  its  current  practice 
of  allowing  churches  to  delete  up 
to  five  line  items  firom  the  BGCT 
and  SBC  budget  and  still  have 
their  contributions  count  as  Coop¬ 
erative  Program. 

In  a  minority  report  presented 
on  behalf  of  five  of  the  study  com¬ 
mittee’s  22  members,  John  Hatch 
of  Lake  Jackson  recommended 
only  gifts  to  the  BGCT  and/or  the 
SBC  be  recognized  as  Cotqrerative 
Program  contributions. 

The  full  committee’s  recom¬ 
mendations  represent  “a  radical 


change  in  both  the  structure  and 
understanding  of  the  Cooperative 
Program  that  would  effectively 
destroy  the  Cooperative  Program 
as  we  have  known  it,”  Hatch  said. 

“At  a  volatile  time  in  our  state, 
the  proposal  of  the  majority  would 
add  fuel  to  an  already  smoldering 
fire,”  he  said. 

Hatch  appealed  to  the  executive 
board  to  reconvene  the  committee 
and  instruct  them  to  “revisit”  their 
recommendations  in  order  “to 
keep  intact  the  greatest  delivery 
system  in  the  history  of  Christiani¬ 
ty.” 

Althou^  questions  were  raised 
bofti  of  crnmnittee  chainnan  Odl 
Ray  and  Hatch  by  board  members, 
no  action  was  taken.  Since  the 
Cooperative  Missions  Giving 
Study  Committee  was  authorized 
by  the  state  convention,  board 
tqrproval  of  the  recmnmendations 
was  not  required.  The  committee’s 
report  and  recommendations  will 
be  considered  by  messengers  at 
the  state  convention. 


Southwestemers  say,  “wait  and  see” 
if  Hemphill  can  build  bridges,  trust 


FORT  WORTH  (ABP)  — 
Picking  up  the  pieces  is  the  priori¬ 
ty  diis  fall  at  Southwestern  Semi¬ 
nary,  which  is  still  rocking  from 
the  most  turbulent  event  in  the 
school’s  86-year  history  —  the 
March  firing  of  President  Russell 
Dilday. 

Building  bridges,  trust,  and  a 
climate  for  spiritual  renewal  on 
campus  are  among  the  top  agenda 
items  for  Kenneth  Hemphill,  who 
was  elected  in  July  to  succeed  Dil¬ 
day  as  president  of  Southwestern. 

Tot^  enrollment  at  Southwest¬ 
ern  this  semester  is  3,254,  a 
decrease  of  about  6%  from  the 
1993  enrollment  of  3,458.  The 
decline  comes  after  a  3%  rise  in 
enrollment  last  fall.  The  204-stu¬ 
dent  drop  in  enrollment  breaks 


down  to  156  fewer  new  students 
aiKi  48  fewer  returning  students. 

Hemphill,  however,  points  to  a 
“fairly  predictable  and  steady 
decline”  in  seminary  enrollment 
over  most  of  die  last  10  years.  He 
termed  a  drop  of  only  6%  “a  small 
miracle”  in  light  of  Dilday ’s  dis¬ 
missal  and  events  that  followed. 

The  seminary  reportedly  is 
$600,000  behind  in  its  contin¬ 
gency  budget  set  up  last  spring. 
The  bulk  of  that  deficit  is  due  to 
the  loss  in  enrollment,  according 
to  a  seminary  source.  Another 
$180,000  loss  is  attributable  to  lost 
revenue  from  the  Cooperative 
Btqitist  Fellowship,  which  in  June 
was  prevented  by  the  SBC  from 
ftind^  the  seminary. 

In  addition  to  working  on 


WBS  preview  clinics 
set  in  four  locations 


A  preview  clinic  for  the  1995 
Winter  Bible  Study  (WBS)  in 
Galatians  will  be  repeated  in  four 
locations  across  the  state  Oct.  10- 
13.  Each  clinic  begins  at  9:30  a.m. 
and  concludes  at  3:30  p.m. 

James  Earl  Harvey,  a  consul¬ 
tant  in  the  Baptist  Sunday  School 
Board’s  Bible  teaching-reaching 
division,  will  lead  the  WBS 
overview  in  all  four  locations. 
Prior  to  joining  the  BSSB  staff  in 
1987,  he  was  a  pastor,  adjunct  pro¬ 
fessor,  and  BSSB  curriculum 
writer.  He  is  a  graduate  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Oklahoma  and  holds 
master’s  and  a  doctorate  from 
Southwestern  and  Golden  Gate 
seminaries,  respectively. 

The  four  clinic  sites  are:  Oct. 
10,  Blue  Mountain  College, 
Paschal  Student  Center;  Oct.  11, 
Delta  State  University,  Baptist 
Student  Onter;  Oct.  12,  Missis¬ 


sippi  College,  B.C.  Rodgers  Stu¬ 
dent  Onter,  Hall  of  Fame  room; 

and  Oct.  13, 
William  Carey 
College, 
I  Thomas  Busi¬ 
ness  Building, 
Kiesge  room. 

There  is  no 
cost  for  the  clin- 
ics,  which 
includes  a  com- 
plimentary 
lunch  provided 
by  the  respective  schools  and  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board’s  Sunday  School  Depart¬ 
ment. 


Harvey 


Reservations  are  not  required. 
For  more  information,  contact 
Larry  Salter,  MBCB,  Sunday 
School  Department,  P.O.  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39205;  phone  (800) 
748-1651  or  (601)  968-3800. 


expanding  enrollment,  Hemphill 
also  plans  to  pursue  endowment 
dollars  aggressively.  At  a  Sept  12 
general  faculty  meeting,  he  said 
one  fourth  of  the  seminary’s  bud¬ 
get  by  the  year  2000  will  come 
fiom  oxlowment  earnings. 

Among  Hemphill’s  other  objec¬ 
tives  is  to  reclarm  the  semiruuy’s 
rotation  for  evangelistic  fervor. 
Citing  concern  drat  some  perceive 
Southwestern  has  “lost  its  fire  for 
evangelism  and  missions,” 
HemiduU  reportedly  re(|uired  fac¬ 
ulty  to  sign  cards  pledgmg  to  wit¬ 
ness  to  “60  souls  in  60  days” 
beginning  Jan.  1, 1995. 

Ifempi^  also  has  a  hunger  for 
revival  and  spiritual  renewal, 
beginning  on  ^mina^  Hill.  The 
fall’s  first  week  of  semuiaty  duqrel 
services  featured  a  prayer  empto- 
sis,  fdlowed  the  next  week  by  the 
seminary’s  annual  fall  revival. 

While  many  students,  faculty, 
and  seminary  supporters  seem  to 
be  emtnaciqg  his  initiatives  enthu¬ 
siastically,  others  are  adopting  a 
m(»e  cautious  “wait  and  see”  po^ 
ture,  and  some  are  anxious  to  ‘H)ail 
out.” 

William  Tolar,  vice  president 
for  academic  affairs  and  provost  at 
the  seminary,  said  most  faculty 
and  staff  seem  to  be  “coming  with 
an  open,  wait-and-see  attitude.” 

But  .«ome  other  faculty  mem¬ 
bers,  who  asked  not  to  be  named 
for  fear  of  reprisal,  spoke  of 
appnebension  and  uix^ertaioty. 

“There  is  as  low  a  morale 
among  the  faculty  as  I  have  ever 
seen,”  one  professor  said. 

“Wife  tte  scrambling  to  get  out 
of  here  as  quickly  as  prossible,  it’s 
not  hard  to  imagine  that  lO-to-15 
of  the  40  School  of  Theology  fac¬ 
ulty  members  could  be  gone  by 
the  end  of  this  semester,  another 
dozen  or  so  by  next  summer,” 
another  faculty  member  speculat¬ 
ed. 
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Causey  on  campus 


Bill  Causey,  executive  director-treasurer  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  Board,  recently  was  guest  chwel  speaker  at  Mississippi  College. 
Afterward,  he  visited  with  (from  left)  (Jraig  Lowery,  math  and  computing 
science  professor;  Cheiyl  Mobley,  business  office  comptroller;  Dolly 
Dawkins,  admissions  office  secretary;  and  Laurie  Earnhart,  current  stu¬ 
dent.  All  were  members  of  Parkway  Church,  Jackson,  while  Causey  was 
pastor  there. 


Women  in  Ministry 
organization  decries 
Marshall  leaving  SETS 


The  executive  board  of  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Women  in  Ministry 
(SBWbO  is  “deeply  saddened  and 
angered”  by  the  forced  resignation 
of  Molly  T.  Marshall,  associate 
professor  of  theology  at  Southern 
Seminary,  according  to  a  Sept.  7 
press  release  from  ^  Louisville, 
ky.,  organization. 

“Marshall  has  always  been  a 
model  of  exemplary  Christian 
commitment  and  excellence  in 
teaching,”  the  release  cemtinued, 
“...  Her  courage  and  perseverance 
in  fee  face  of  years  of  censure  have 
inspired  countless  Baptist  women 
who  seek  to  fdlow  God’s  call.” 

The  statement  decried  Mar¬ 
shall’s  departure  from  the  semi¬ 
nary,  and  the  “leprehoisible  man¬ 
ner’  in  ^iuch  the  board  of  trustees 
and  seminary  President  Albert 
Mifeler  acted. 

The  article  listed  fee  1993  Hnd- 
ley  B.  and  Louvenia  Edge  Award 
for  Teaching  Excellence  among 
Marshall’s  achievements. 

“Marshall’s  respect  for  fee  Holy 
Scriptures,  her  comprehensive 
knowledge  of  Christian  theology. 


her  unyielding  commitment  to 
scholarship  and  theological 
inquiry,  her  unwavering  loyalty  to 
G(  u  wiid  (jod’s  call...  have  played 
a  crucial  role  in  the  theological 
development  of  countless  stu¬ 
dents,”  the  statement  said. 

“We  are  incensed  that  the  trus¬ 
tees  and  administration  of  a  semi¬ 
nary  that  serves  all  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  and  trains  ministers,  regard¬ 
less  of  gender,  would  take  these 
actions  against...  Marshall. 

“Many  of  us  who  love  the 
Southern  Seminary  as  our  alma 
mater  feel  that  our  seminary  has, 
once  again,  suffered  acts  that  have 
left  her  forever  changed  and  dimin- 
ished.'  Those  of  us  who  love, 
admire,  and  respect  Molly  Mar¬ 
shall  believe  that  she,  personally, 
will  be  forever  affected  by  these 
uncaring  actions  that  violate  our 
Christian  freedom.  The  current 
Student  Association  of  Southern 
Seminary,  which  has  called  for  a 
full  investigation  of  the  process, 
must  surely  feel  feat  a  sacred  ttu.st 
has  been  violated,”  the  statement 
concluded. 


Joseph  Oliver,  longtime 
DOM,  noted  for  service 


Jos(^  Oliver  was  named  “Min¬ 
ister  of  the  Month”  in  August  by 
the  Northeast  Mississippi  Daily 
Journal.  Oliver,  who  turnip  86  on 
Aug.  8,  was  recognized  for  his  13 
years  of  service  as  director  of  mis¬ 
sions  in  Monroe  Associatioa 
Oliver  was  the  first  person  to 
serve  Monroe  County  churches  in 
the  csq)acity  of  DOM.  During  his 
tenure,  June  1960  to  December 
1973,  be  was  instrumental  in  start¬ 
ing  four  churches  —  Southside, 
Aberdeen;  South  Nettleton;  Mead- 
wood,  Amory;  and  Hamilton.  He 
also  led  Gregory  C!luq)el,  Amory, 


and  Greenwood  Springs  churches 
to  relocate  and  Athens  (Thurch  to 
build  an  education  unit 

Since  retirement  Oliver  and  tus 
wife  Kathryn  have  been  active 
members  of  Carson  Church,  Net¬ 
tleton. 

From  1955  to  1960,  Oliver  was 
DOM  in  Bolivar  Association.  Ear¬ 
lier,  he  served  several  churches  as 
pastor.  He  is  a  graduate  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Southern  Mississippi  and 
Southwestern  Seminary,  Fort 
Worth. 

The  Olivers’  address  is  30325 
Hwy  371,  Amory,  MS  38821. 


Premillennialists  come  in  two  types 


By  WUMam  H.  Stephens 


lament  scholars  have  found 
Ladd’s  arguments  convincing 
and  have  identified  with  this 
position.  The  term  historical  prc- 
millennialism  comes  from  the 
claim  that  this  view  was  the 
one  held  by  the  ancient  church; 
thus  it  is  the  historical  view. 


and  historicisls  agree  on  this 
point;  the  texts  should  be  accept¬ 
ed  as  literal,  allowing  for  obvious 
symbolisms.  (2)  Should  oiie 
interpret  the  Old  Jestament  in 
light  of  the  New.  or  should  Old 
Testament  texts  be  interpreted  in 
their  “obvious  meaning”  and  then 
interpret  the  New  Testament  in 
light  of  the  Old? 

Historicisls  take  the  first  posi¬ 
tion,  dispensationals  the  second. 
Due  to  these  different  approaches 
to  Scripture,  each  view  reaches 
different  conclusions  about  the 
meaning  of  prophetic  texts. 

^ispensationalists  believe; 


The  two  approaches  agree 
on  severrd  key  points;  (1) 
Christ  will  return  bo^y  at  the 
end  of  time;  (2)  the  Antichrist 
will  be  a  liter^  figure;  (3)  the 
millennial  kingdom  will  be  a 
literal  one  on  earth;  (4)  the 
great  tribulation  will  be  literal; 
(S)  ethnic  Jews  will  be  used  in 
some  great  work  of  God  at  the 
end  of  time. 

These  agreements  are  signif¬ 
icant,  yet  the  differences 
between  the  two  views  are  pro¬ 
found.  The  differences  occur 
because  each  view  follows  dif¬ 
ferent  rules  of  how  to  interpret 
Scripture. 


l-^d)  The  church  is  not  the 
new  Israel.  (2)  The  church  age  — 
the  age  of  grace  —  was  inaugu¬ 
rated  by  God  because  the  Jews 
rejected  the  political  messianic 
kingdom  Jesus  sought  to  estab¬ 
lish  at  his  first  coming.  (3)  God 
will  not  go  back  on  his  word,  so 
the  promises  made  in  the  Old 
Testament  to  Israel  are  binding. 

Two  interpretation  factors  They  cannot  be  applied  to  the 
are  of  paramount  impor-  church  as  the  new  Israel, 
tance;  (1)  Should  prophetic  (4)  A  faithful  and  regenerated 
texts  be  accepted  as  literal  or  remnant  of  Israel  will  be  restored 
symbolic?  Dispensationalists  and  made  the  nucleus  of  this 

kingdom.  (S)  The  kingdom  will 
be  a  reviviil  and  continuation  of 
the  historical  kingdom  of  David. 
(6)  The  actual  place  of  the  cen¬ 
tral  location  of  the  millennial 
kingdom  will  be  Jerusalem  and 
its  vicinity,  from  which  capital 
Jesus  will  govern  the  world.  (8) 
The  Jerusalem  Temple  and  its 
sacrificial  system  will  be  re¬ 
stored. 


A  deeper  look  at  premillenial  differences 


By  WilUam  H.  Stephens 

opposed  to  the  age  of  the  law.  world  have  become  unfaithful,  assignments  they  will  carry  out 
During  the  end  times,  God  will  Christians  should  leave  apostate  during  die  millennial  kingdom.  At 
put  his  original  intent  back  into  churches  and  become  part  of  the  e^  of  the  seven  years,  Christ 
operation.  Israel  will  accept  Christ  faithful  ones.  with  the  hosts  of  redeemed  will 

as  Messiah  and  the  Old  Testament  descend,  and  he  will  establish  tus 

promises  of  a  political  kingdom  Uistoricists  do  not  believe  millennial  kingdom, 
will  be  fulfilled.  The  Temple  and  llthat  anything  in  ctu^ers  1-  Historicists  believe  the  church 

the  sacrificial  system  will  be  3  of  Revelation,  or  anywhere  else  (the  redeemed)  will  go  through 

reestablished  in  Jerusalem.  in  Scripture,  in^cate  that  the  let-  the  great  tribulation. 

ters  to  the  churches  should  be 

Historic  premillennialists  interpreted  as  historical  periods.  nevelation  1:19  is  a  key  to 
believe  that  the  church  is  Dispensationalists  believe  that  llunderstanding  the  different 

the  new  Israel,  a  view  arrived  at  God  will  re-establish  Israel  as  a  timetable.s  held  by  dispeasational- 
by  the  way  Jesus  reinterpreted  the  nation  at  the  end  of  time,  at  the  ists  and  historicisls. 
promises  to.  Israel  by  the  New  end  of  the  church  age.  Most  dis-  Dispensationali.sts  believe  this 
Testament’s  use  of  terms,  con-  pensationalists  view  the  Jews*  verse  is  an  outline  of  the  Revela- 
cepts,  and  specific  teachings  return  to  the  Promised  Land  as  a  tion.  “Things  which  thou  hast 
which  equate  the  church  as  the  prelude  to  God’s  use  of  the  Jews  seen”  refers  to  Chapter  I;  “things 
new  Israel.  According  to  this  as  a  nation.  Sympathy  with  and  which  are”  refers  to  chapters  2 
view,  the  church  always  was  pri-  defense  of  Israel  is  believed  to  be  and  3  (church  ages);  and  “things 
mary  in  God’s  plan  of  the  ages,  a  clear  responsibility  of  Chris-  which  shall  be”  refers  to  chapters 
The  law  prepared  the  way  for  the  tians.  4-22.  The  rapture  and  end  times 

gospel  and  the  church;  grace  is'  Historicists  also  believe  that  begin  with  4:1. 
superior  over  law  for  all  time;  God  will  use  the  Jews  as  an  ethnic  Historicists  see  this  outline  as  a 
Christ’s  atonement  forever  group  at  the  end  of  time  in  a  mar-  general  statement  of  what  John  is 
replaced  the  sacrificial  system  and  velous  way.  However,  they  say  to  be  told.  They  generally  apply 
the  Temple.  that  Paul  goes  to  great  lengths  to  the  seven  seals  to  the  time  of 

explain  th^  Jews  will  be  won  to  church  history  and  also  the  inter- 

As  stated,  dispensationalists  Christ  by  grace  throu^  faith,  just  lude  of  Chapter  12  (the  woman 

beheve  the  chuiqb  age  is  a  as  any  other  person  is  won.  Nor  and  the  dragon). 

“gap”  in  God’s  plan  between  the  do  they  believe  the  Bible  says 

first  and  second  comings  of  how  God  will  use  ethnic  Jews.  He  ^phe  differences  in  these  two 
Christ.  Of  Daniel’s  70  weeks  may  or  may  not  use  them  as  a  I  views,  all  of  which  space  in 
(Dan.  9:2,25-27),  69  occurred  nation.  this  article  does  not  allow 

before  Christ,  and  the  70th  is  addressing,  should  not  be  glossed 

postponed  until  the  end  times.  A  nother  major  difference  over;  they  are  significant,  espe- 
Most  historicists  believe  the  70th  ^\between  the  two  views  has  cially  because  they  represent  very 
week  was  fulfilled  during  the  time  to  do  with  the  rapture.  different  ways  of  interpreting 

of  Jesus’ ministry.  DispensationaUsts  believe  the  Scripture.  Even  so,  we  must 

Most  dispensationalists  believe  rapture  will  occur  at  the  beginning  remember  that  John  was  not 
the  church  age  is  divided  into  of  the  great  tribulation;  among  the  allowed  to  write  everything  that 
seven  distinct  periods  which  are  redeemed,  only  “church  saints”  was  revealed  to  him  (Rev.  10:4). 
described  in  Revelation  2-3.  Each  will  be  involved  in  the  rapture.  By  this  we  know  that  God  has 
letter  to  a  church  represents  a  his-  The  rest  of  the  saints  (“Israel”)  restricted  our  information, 
torical  period.  We  now  are  in  the  will  not  be  resurrected  until  the  We  know  enough  to  work  and 
last  period,  the  age  of  Laodicea,  end  of  the  tribulation.  During  that  wait  faithfully;  we  do  not  know 
characterized  by  lukewarmness,  time  all  the  saved  of  the  ages  will  enough  to  allow  our  differences  to 
apostasy.  Churches  throughout  the  be  judged  by  Christ  and  given  the  divide  us. 


Historical  premillennialists 
believe:  (1)  Old  Testament 

nhecies  are  fulfilled  in  spiritu- 
>rael,  the  church.  (2)  The 
manner  in  which  Jesus  and  New 
Testament  writers  interpret  Old 
Testament  prophecies  must  guide 
in  how  to  interpret  prophetic 
texts.  (3)  The  church  was  in 
God’s  primary  plan  of  the  ages;  it 
was  not  instituted  because  the 
Jews  rejected  Jesus. 

(4)  The  new  covenant  is  forev¬ 
er  superior  to  the  sacrificial  sys¬ 
tem,  which  will  never  be  reinstat¬ 
ed.  (5)  Though  Scripture  is  clear 
that  God  will  use  ethnic  Jews  in 
some  mighty  way  at  the  end  of 
time,  it  does  not  tell  us  how  and 
never  refers  to  Israel  as  a  nation 
in  this  context.  (6)  The  millennial 
kingdom  is  literal,  but  the  time 
frame  of  1,000  years  may  be  lit¬ 
eral  or  may  be  symbolic. 

While  these  differences  are 
significant.  Southern  Baptists 
have  never  adopted  a  position  in 
regard  to  any  view,  so  long  as 
one  accepts  a  literal,  bodily 
return  of  Christ.  Historically,  we 
have  allowed  wide  differences  of 
opinion  on  the  subject  of  Christ’s 
return.  We  must  continue  to  do 
so  in  order  to  work  together  to 
win  the  world  for  Christ. 

Stephens  is  an  author,  speak¬ 
er,  and  conference  leader.  He 
retired  from  the  Baptist  Sunday 
School  Board  in  1992  and  is  the 
author  of  the  1994  Baptist  Doc¬ 
trine  Study  textbook,  THE 
DOCTRINE  OF  END  TIMI-IS. 
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Please  note... 

The  Single  Adult  Awareness  and 
Training  Conferences  on 
November  7,  8  &  70,  7994,  have 
been  cancelled. 


What  1  tell  you  in  the  darkness,  speak  in  the  light:  and  what  you  hear  whispered  in  your  ear.  proclaim  upon  the  housetops.  Matthew  10;Z7  N'AS 


HouseTops  is  a  supplement  to  the  Baptist  Record  and  is  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


September  22,  1 994 


BAPTIST  101 

Evangelism 


This  is  one  in  a  series  of  articles  on  Baptists-who 
we  are  and  what  we  stand  for. 


nessing  comes 
from  a  trial  where 
the  eyewitness 
tells  what  he  or 
she  actually  saw 
or  experieiiced. 
That's  the  Baptist's 
job — to  tell  others 
of  their  personal 
experiences  con¬ 
cerning  the  work 
God  is  doing  in 
their  lives  through  Jesus  Christ.  We  even 
use  the  word  testimony — another  court 
word — to  mean  virtually  the  same  thing. 
Some  would  say  we  are  witnesses  whether 
we  open  our  mouths  or  not.  Baptists 
believe  that  when  one  is  allowing  the  Holy 
Spirit  to  work  in  one's  life,  then  the  Spirit 
precedes  the  Baptist  and  leads  him  or  her 
to  the  witnessing  opportunities.  Baptists 
have  a  number  of  seminars,  classes,  and 
courses  they  can  take  to  learn  to  be  more 
effective  witnesses. 


Tuesday 


September  16-30 


Saturda 


;  -  (prayer  partnership  between  Mississippians  and  missionaries  from  ^  *'**  ^  WorldSpani 

WlaPfUi  Mississippi  tie$...this  month  we  will  use  the  suggested  general  {Name _ s _ 

WjyiaiH  atnbtg-Spec^  people  and  situations  that  we  know  about...  then  next  Address _ 

We  wflt  begin  wNh  prayer  requests  the  missionaries  have  sent  us.  _ 

wish  to  enroll  In  WorldSpan,  please  return  the  form  provided  as  part  of  this  Phone _ 


prayer  calendar.. 


i  Return  form  to:  Prayer  Ministry  Office,  MBCB,  P.  O.  Box  530,  jackson,  MS  39205. 


for  missionaries  you 
know  who  have 
health  problems 


for  missionaries  who 
have  family  members 
back  home  with 
health  problems 

for  MKs  in  their  wit¬ 
ness  in  the  schools 
where  they  are  on  the 
field 

for  MKs  in  college- 

for  national  pastors 
with  need  for  training 

for  missionaries  who 
work  in  training  and 
teaching  nations 

for  medical  mission¬ 
aries 

for  agricultural  mis¬ 
sionaries 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

for  music  missionaries 

-  A 

for  church-starting 
missionaries 

for  young  folks  in  our 
churches  whom  God 
may  be  calling  to  mis¬ 
sions 

for  volunteers  who 
work  around  the 
world 

for  stateside  denomi¬ 
national  leaders 

for  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board 
tnembers 

for  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board 
employees 

9 

10 

"  11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

Brown-Davis  Award 
To  Be  Given 


to  hundreds  of  black  pastors  who  were 
attending  Mississippi  Baptist  Seminary  class¬ 
es  in  the  Delta.  He  assisted  me  in  bridging 
the  racial  gap  during  the  60s  and  70s." 

The  Brown-Davis  Award  is  named  for  T.  B. 
Brown,  National  Baptist  pastor  and  leader, 
and  W.  P.  Davis,  who  was  employed  by  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board.  Both 
men  worked  for  improved  race  relations  in 
Mississippi. 


A  retired  WMU  consultant  and  a  National 
Baptist  pastor  will  receive  the  Brown-Davis 
Award  for  Racial  Reconciliation,  according 
to  Richard  Brogan,  consultant  for  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board. 

The  event  will  be  held  at  the  First  Baptist 
Church  in  Greenville,  Oct.  20,  at  7  p.m. 
Marjean  Patterson,  executive  director-trea¬ 
surer  of  Woman's  Missionary  Union  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention,  will  be  the 
guest  speaker. 

Waudine  Storey,  who  resides  in  Jackson, 
worked  faithfully  with  National  Baptist  lead¬ 
ers  sharing  information  and  training.  She 
also  worked  through  the  Baptist  World 
Alliance  and  World  Day  of  Prayer  in  bring¬ 
ing  African  American  and  Anglo  women 
together  for  prayer  about  world  needs. 

Ivory  James,  who  resides  in  Shaw,  pastors 
Pleasant  Grove  in  Rosedale,  Pleasant  Grove 
in  Mound  Bayou  and  New  Hope  in  Blaine. 

Brogan  said,  "Brother  James  introduced  me 


Mississippi  Baptist 
Church  Weekday  Education 

Directors’  Retreat 

October  7  and  8,  1994 
Camp  Garaywa,  Clinton 


An  informal  overnight  retreat  for 
Kindergarten  and  Day  Care  Directors 
from  Mississippi  Baptist  Churches 
Sponsored  by  the 

Disdpleship  and  Family  Ministry 
Department 

Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board. 


If  you  have  registered  for  this  event,  please 
remember  registration  begins  at  3  p.m.  Friday, 
Oct  7. 


Waudine  Storey 


FALL  TOUR 


■  Plumbers  needed  in 

luneau^  Alaska 

First  Baptist  Church  of  Juneau  is 
On^^H^^^jrrently  without  a  pastor.  While 
they  are  seeking  a  new  leader 

tfissisHlfl  rework  the  plumbing  in  the 

Pastorium  which  is  25  years  old. 

irtner^^^H  They  estimate  the  need  for  from  1-3  per- 
.  sons  and  the  time  will  require  from  1-2 

weeks.  They  will  provide  meals,  housing 
and  transportation  while  there  as  well  as  materials  for  the 
work.  The  plumbers  would  be  responsible  for  getting 
there  and  back. 

Persons  interested  In  doing  any  part  of  this  should  con¬ 
tact  Bill  Hardy,  Partnership  Missions  Office  at  P.  O.  Box 
530,  Jackson,  MS  39205  or  call  1  -800-748-1 651 . 


SUIT  PROJECT 


For  over  30  years  Baptists  in 
L  Mississippi  have  enjoyed 
I  sending  new  suits  to  the 
pastors  in  new  work  areas, 
k  This  is  our  way  of  letting 
^  the  pastors  in  these  areas 
H  of  Southern  Baptist  life 
w  know  that  we  care  about 
^  and  support  them  in  their 
work. 


r  Mississippi  Baptists  say 

''Merry  Christmas 

to  Pastors  in 
Montana,  North  and 
South  Dakota 


■  WHAT  YOU  CAN  DO: 

Baptist  Men's  groups,  individ 
uals,  churches,  etc.,  can  send 
their  gifts  payable  to; 


Annual  Conference  of 
Mississippi  Baptist 


MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST  CONVENTION  BOARD 
Attention:  Brotherhood  Department, 

P.O.  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530 
•Designate  on  yoiu"  check:  Suit  Project 
•Sponsored  by  the  Brotherhood  Department 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


First  Baptist  Church  •  Jackson 

Monday,  October  31,1 994 
1:00-4:30  p.m. 

PROQRAN  LEADERS: 

Rhonda  Kelly,  Minister's  Wife 
Lynda  Street,  Minister's  Wife 


Registration  Eorm 

Complete  this  form  and  return  to  Julius  Thompson, 

Church  Administration-Pastoral  Ministries  Department,  P.  O.  Box  530, 
Jackson.  MS  39205-0530 


Home  Phone  no. 


Marne. 


.Association 


Church 


Church  Address 


Husband's  Position 


Mames  and  ages  of  children  you  will  bring: 


T a^e  T im  For... 

•••  r.er.ec^iC-'  ••• 


BAPTIST  YOL'vG  WOMEN  •  PA^ 

COME-TOGETHEP 

i  PLACE: 


ue 


r*  1  ‘ 

' '  \  4 

1  IJa 

V  V 

t  \ 

on  Hi^l'WGv  354 

©  p^._0uppor '  lyftoh  SaturPlay  ;a 

i^^tf^fereon 
?|o,e\vth  b^thp 

plofeo  b/in^  tovi'olp,  linons,  pillows 


’  ^aoi^lty  Conferencee  •  Cmfts  on  Mission 
.  '  Pr^yar  Groups  •  Pookstora 


sOWN,  missionsry^lul  ^;;c',  wi(^!ni/i^ 
jPP3,  WMU,  33C^pjrtr!in0tiam 
>UGG,  missipnsr^Jajw^n |t 
'’HILLIPG,  fiojriamakar,  Calhoun  City 
'■"T^EET,  Ji^prn^kar,  Oxford 


.’^rA  .  ^ . 

Registration  Form  (deadline;  October  3, 1994) 

COME-TOGETHER  FOP.  PW/BW  •  October  7-5, 1994  •  Camp  Lake  Stephens.  Oxford 


Please  enclose  $25  per  ptsreon 
Church  _  _ 


Encloserl  is  $ _ 

Person  sending  registration 

Phone  (v*A)_ . 

Adt^ress _ 


AssoctaticTT 


.  persofis. 


Please  make  cheeks  payable  to:  V\^MA1T5  MiSSlONAKV  UNION 
Mail  to:  WMU,  P  0.  Box  530.  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530 


# 


GAT>Ay 


CENTRAL  HILLS' 

Saturday,  October  1 5 

Missionaries,  Mission  Projects 
Field  Activities,  Clowning 

$3  each 

(includes  drinks  &  limited  insurance) 

Grades  1-6 

Registration:  10  a.m. 
Activities:  10:30  a.m.-3  p.m. 

BRING  A  SACK  LUNCH 

Registration  limited  so  sign  up  early! 


Registration  Form  for 
GA  DAY  at  CENTRAL  HILLS 

Church  _ _ 

Association  _ _ 

Address _ 

City _ Zip _ 

Person  sending  registration _ 

Enclosed  is  $ _ for _ persons. 

Please  make  checks  pa^a\?\e  to: 
WOMAN’S  MISSIONARY  UNION 
Mail  to:  WMU.  R  0.  Box  550. 
Jackson.  M5  39205-0530 


r  -1 

Mississippi  Baptist 
Evangelism  Conference 

January  30-31,  1995 
Meeting  at 

Temple  Baptist  Ckurch, 
Hattiesburg 


Letters  to  the  editor 


Love  for  Gulf  Coast 


thank  this  fine  church,  Wildwood,  would  have  great  difficulty  living  This  summer  our  church  host- 
for  this  ministry  and  to  encourage  out  my  call  to  ministry  in  the'  ed  the  Alaska  State  Convention.  I 

other  churches  throughout  the  denomination  of  my  birth  and  received  invaluable  help  from  a 

SBC  to  do  likewise.  spiritual  formation.  Nothing  that  mission  team  from  the  Marion 

Bob  and  Marguerite  Hill  h^  luqtpened  in  the  last  IS  years  Association,  led  by  Ladell  Blan- 

Homer,  Ga.  has  made  me  question  that  deci-  ton,  pastor  of  First,  Foxworth, 

sion.  With  the  firing  of  Russell  and  the  director  of  missions, 

EiXOduS  from  SBC?  Dilday  and  the  resignation  under  Archie  Herrin.  The  team  present- 

pressure  of  Molly  Marshall,  the  ed  a  WIN  School  and  heli^  with 

purge  seems  to  be  going  on  in  “Cross  Over  Tustamena.^'  “Cross 

earnest  now.  To  those  who  started  Over  Tustamena”  was  the  first 

these  troubles  and  are  keeping  “Cross  Over”  effort  accoi^lished 

them  going,  I  would  like  to  ask;  at  the  state  level.  On  the  Tuesday 

For  every  big  scalp  like  Russell  afternoon  before  the  convention, 

Dilday  and  Molly  Marshall  you  42  teams  contacted  over  ^00 

take,  how  many  more  of  your  homes  in  the  Kenai-Soidotna 

children  like  me  do  you  think  you  area.  Two  people  made  profes- 

are  driving  awav?  Is  ideological  sions  of  faith,  and  numerous 

purity  as  narrowly  defined  by  you  im)q)ects  were  located.  The  Tus- 

really  worth  the  destruction  you  tamena  Association  was  able  to 

are  causing?  How  will  you  organize  and  execute  “Cross 

account  for  your  actions  to  the  Over,”  in  part,  because  of  the 

God  revealed  in  Jesus  Christ?  .  assistance  of  many  Mississippi- 

M.  Jonathan  Altman  ans. 

Lula  During  the  convention,  the 

Muion  Association  mission  team 
belp^  in  numerous  ways,  from 
tramc  control  to  running  a  day 
catnp  for  children.  In  all  diis  they 
displayed  a  servant’s  heart. 

I  also  want  to  acknowledge 
several  other  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tists.  For  six  months  this  past 
winter,  a  member  of  First  Church. 
Cleveland,  Parker  Bradley, 
served  as  a  volunteer  music  direc¬ 
tor.  Parker  did  an  excellent  job 
with  little  financial  reward.  He 
also  had  an  impact  on  our  youth 
program.  This  summer  I  also  had 
the  assistance  of  two  summer 
nussionaries.  Kris  Walters,  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Southern  Mississippi 
Baptist  Student  Union,  and  Micab 
Ginn,  now  at  the  University  of 
Mississippi,  worked  in  our  can¬ 
nery  workers  ministries,  and 
hel^d  in  the  youth  and  young 
adult  programs.  They  also  did 
much  of  ^  “leg  woi”  for  the 
convention  and  “Cross  Over.” 

As  pastor,  I  can  say  that  my 
church  has  fa^n  blessed  by  our 
contacts  with  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tists.  As  moderator,  I  can  reaffirm 
the  benefits  of  the  Mississippi- 
Alaska  paitnetship.  I  h<^  that  in 
the  future  we  Alaskans  will  be 
able  to  do  more  for  you. 

I  realize  that  I  cannot  mention 
all  involved.  However,  I  hope 
that  all  will  sense  the  spirit  of  this 
letter  and  forgive  any  oversight 
on  my  part.  Again,  I  wish  to 
thank  Mississippi  Baptists  for 
your  support. 

Bill  Brown 
Soldotna,  Alaska 


Editor: 

With  all  the  attention  that  has 
been  brought  to  the  Mississippi 
Gulf  Coast  by  the  casinos  and 
gambling,  it’s  about  time  that  we 
turn  our  attention  and  focus  on  the 
precious  folks  who  live  along  die 
coast.  This  letter  is  a  message  of 
encouragement  to  each  one  of 
them. 

Over  three  and  a  half  years 
ago,  our  family  moved  to  the 
coast,  being  brought  there  by  the 
military.  We  settled  into  our 
home,  found  a  wonderful  church 
fiunily,  and  began  our  lives  there. 
The  years  were  filled  with  many 
dialleoges,  trials  of  all  sorts,  greitt 
joys,  and  wonderful  countless 
blessings. 

Then  not  long  ago,  we  found 
ourselves  surrounded  by  a  few 
close  friends  at  die  local  airport 
sayir^  Our  goodbyes.  Our  time  in 
Mississippi  bad  come  to  an  end. 
Now  as  we  look  back,  what  a 
wonderful  esqierience  we  had  with 
our  friends  along  the  coast. 

We  feel  so  blessed  for  the  Lord 
to  have  allowed  os,  according  to 
bis  perfect  will  for  our  lives,  to  be 
put  bn  the  coast  to  live  and  work 
among  his  peoide  there.  To  those 
folks,  and  to  all  of  God’s  servants 
along  the  Nfississ^i  Golf  Coast, 
our  fiunily  wants  to  rhank  you  for 
letting  os  be  a  part  of  you! 

The  Howard  Family 

Honolulu,  Hawaii 


Bodi  of  my  grandfathers  were 
Southern  Baptist  pastors.  My 
father  was  a  Southern  Baptist 
minister  of  music  for  11  years.  I 
was  enrdled  on  the  cradle  roll  of 
First  Churdi  of  Qeveland,  Tenn., 
on  Oct  4,  1959,  eight  days  after 
my  birth.  I  made  a  profession  of 
faith  and  was  baptized  at  First 
Church,  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  at  die 
age  of  8.  My  secondary  school 
^ears  were  spent  in  active 
involvement  in  the  youth  pro¬ 
grams  of  Hrst  Churdi,  Greenville, 
under  the  leadership  of  one  of 
God’s  true  saints,  Kenneth  For-  t-.  ,  » 

bus.  When  I  was  a  college  student  ProUQ  of  TCCOrds 

.  „ _  .  .  •  ‘j.  ^  made  a  commitment  to  full-time 

AfiirniS  mission  spirit  Christian  service  and  the  ministry  Editor 

of  preaching  at  First  Church,  Here  is  a  list  of  our  Sunday 
Editor:  Jackson,  led  dien  as  now  by  two  School  attendance  that  we  are 

We  are  die  parents  of  Margaret  other  of  God’s  saints,  Frank  Pol-  proud  of.  We  are  members  of 
Elizabeth  McCall.  She  and  her  lard  and  Larry  Black.  First  First  Church,  Lambert,  and  the 
husband  Dennis  McCall  are  Church,  Jackson,  still  pays  for  my  North  Delta  Assocudion.  Our  pas- 
presendy  reskting  in  the  Barnabas  subscription  to  The  Baptist  Rec*  tor  is  Stephen  J.  Huber. 

House  (the  missionary  house)  of  ord.  Those  who  attended  Sunday 

Wildwood  Churcb'lhvQinton.  \lfith  this  solidly  Baptist  back-  School  for  one  year  or  more  widi- 
They  and  dieir  duee  dulm^n-iui^  ground,  why  is  it  that  I  am  exer-  out  an  absence  are:  Dorothy  Foot- 
on  furlough  from  the  Southern  cising  my  call  to  ministry  as  a  ner,  13  mondis;  Steve  Hubn,  two 
Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Board  United  Methodist  pastor?  The  years;  Joel  Huber,  44  months; 
asagnment  in  Burundi,  east  Cen-  answer  is  simple.  In  1979  when  I  Daniel  and  Matthew  Huber,  56 
tral  Africa.  was  a  junior  in  ccrilege,  a  cabal  of  months;  Gene  Purdy,  91  months; 

We  visited  the  McCalls  last  heresy  hunters  calling  themselves  Joe  Fortner,  152  months;  Buck 
week  and  were  so  impressed  with  “fundamental/conservatives”  and  Norma  Jean  Fortner,  187 
the  church  and  with  tte  house  that  seized  power  in  the  denomination  months;  Andrew  Lee  Haynes,  21 
is  being  furnished  to  Dennis  and  with  die  avowed  aim  of  purging  years. 

Margaret.  The  house  is  very  liv-  “liberalism”  from  the  ratiks.  The  Marlene  Schiele,  secretary 

able  and  nicely  furnished,  giving  fact  that  there  were  essentially  no  Rrst  Church 

them  the  comforts  of  their  own  liberals  in  Southern  Bqitist  lead-  Lambert 

home.  ership  was  irrelevant  to  these 

The  church  is  only  20  years  old  men.  I  went  to  United  Methodist  TViank.ct  fmm  Alfilska. 
and  does  not  have  a  family  life  related  Garrett-Evangelical  Semi- 
center,  but  the  members  are  con-  nary  in  Evanston,  Ill.,  wbne  there  Editor. 

cemed  widi  missions  enough  to  reaUy  are  liberals,  so  I  know  there  por  the  last  two  years  I  have 
fiimish  a  home  for  missionaries  weren’t  any  Southern  Baptist  served  as  moderator  of  the  Ttista- 

(N)  fiuloilfttL  OCI6S*  niAnsi  A^ACiArinti  OCAnfli 

We  would  like  to  publicly  I  knew  after  this  takeover  that  I  ^a).  As  I  complete  my  term  of 

^  .JHHHHII  service,  I  want  to  thaiik  Missis- 

Baptists  for  all  you  have 

^  throughout  the  state,  led  by  Olin 

JfO  Roberts,  and  a'constnicticxi  crew 

^  f  tiig  Winston  Association. 


Alex  Lawson,  pastor 
Looxahoma  Church 
Senatobia 


Commendations 


Editor: 

I  would  like  to  commend  the 
Department  of  Broadcast  Services 
in  our  state  convention.  This  sum¬ 
mer  our  churdi  has  had  a  ^cial 
emphasis  on  marriage  and  fiunily 
enrichment  and  on  the  study  of 
cults.  The  Department  of  Broad¬ 
cast  Services  provided  numerous 
videos  to  help  us  in  both  of  these 
areas. 

The  Department  of  Broadcast 


In  A  Toudi  of  His  Love,  Dr.  Charles 
Stanley  shows  how  the  love  of  Christ  can 
transform  your  life.  Dr.  Stanley  com¬ 
bines  original  photograpliy  with  31 
moving  devotions  to  show  the  amazing  j 
power  of  (kid’s  boundless  love.  i 

^2^  A  Touch  of  His  Love,  or  my 
Stanie^^s  ofher '  -  j|||||||||B^jl 
dev^onals  in  this  series, 

(,ji^^our  frworite  book-, 


Missionary  muscle  man 
Orvil  Reid  dies  at  age  86 

FORT  WORTH  (BP)  —  Orvil  cans,  he  noticed  they  would  p; 
W.  Reid,  86,  who  dramatically  watch  circus  strongmen, 
used  his  physical  strength  to  gain  During  his  38-year  caret 
a  hearing  for  the  gospel  as  a  Mexico,  Reid  was  a  preae 
Southern  Baptist  missionary  in  author,  printer,  and  athlete 
Mexico,  died  Sept.  9  in  Fort  gave  physical  demonstratior 
Worth.  20  countries  on  four  contint 

Reid  discovered  the  spiritual  He  wrote  six  book.s  in  English 
potential  in  his  muscles  shortly  four  in  Spanish.  He  was  a  ch 
after  arriving  in  Mexico  in  1938.  starter  and  advisor  to  Mex 
Looking  for  a  way  to  reach  Mexi-  Baptists. 


i 


r 


Oct.  2;  worship,  .10:30  a.m.;  din¬ 
ner  following  service;  afternoon 
service,  1:30,  with  the  Harvest 
Quartet;  T.O.  Thrash,  first  pastor, 
will  deliver  church  history; 
Wayne  Adams,  former  pastor, 
guest  speaker. 

Beulah,  Lexington:  Sept.  2S; 
Sunday  School,  10  a.m.;  worship, 
11;  covered  dish  dinner  on  the 
grounds,  noon;  afternoon  singing, 
1:30  p.m.;  no  night  services; 
diaries  Fred  Toomey,  former  pas¬ 
tor,  Silas,  Ala.,  guest  speaker. 


First  Church  of  Pecan  Grove, 

Ellisville:  Sept.  25;  Sunday 
School.  9:45  a.m.;  covered  dish 
dinner  in  fellowship  hall,  noon; 
afternoon  singing,  1:30;  Nonnie 
Jefcoat,  Laurel,  guest  speaker; 

Adoration  Trio,  Houma,  La., 
singing;  Dave  Moran,  pastor. 

West  End  (Clay):  Sept.  25; 
worship,  11  a.m.;  covered  dish 
dinner  u  fellowship  hall,  noon; 
afternoon  singing,  1:30;  former 

fastors,  guest  speakers;  Terry 
artin,  pastor. 

Wilkinson  Memorial,  New  Providence,  Hazlehnrst: 
Raleig^:  Oct.  2;  worship,  11  a.m.  Sept.  25;  regular  morning  ser- 
followed  by  covered  dish  dinner  vices;  covered  dish  lunch  in  fel- 
in  fellowship  hall;  afternoon  lowship  hall;  no  night  service; 
singing,  1:30;  no  night  service;  Gene  Blailock,  Jackson,  guest 
Lar^  D«inis,  pastor.  speaker,  Jeff  Wedgeworth,  Brax¬ 

ton,  music;  James  Whittington, 
Two  Mile  Church,  Morton:  pastor. 

St.  Amant  returns  to  school 
where  scholarly  career  began 

NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  —  A  Louisiana  College  with  a  triple 
distinguished  church  historian  has  major  in  history,  English,  and  edu- 
retumed  to  New  Orleans  Semi-  cation.  He  was  a  graduate  student 
nary.  C.  Penrose  St.  Amant  will  be  at  Louisiana  State  University  in 
visiting  professor  of  church  histo-  1936  when  a  BBl  church  history 
ry  during  the  1994-95  academic  professor,  Elmer  Haight,  met  him 
year.  \  and  recruited  him  to  attend  the 

St.  Amant  ^pnourKed  SAN-a-  new  Southern  Baptist  school  in 
mah)  has  a  leng^ii5(^^d  notable  New  Orleans.  After  finishing  a 
history  with  NeW  Orleans  Semi-  master  of  arts  degree  in  history 
nary,  dating  backAo  the  late  1930s  with  a  minor  in  philosophy  at  LSU 
when  the  school  ^as  known  as  the  in  1937,  lie  completed  a  ma.ster  of 
Baptist  Bible  Institute,  located  in  theology  degree  at  BBI  in  1940 
New  Orleans’ Garden  District.  and  then  a  doctor  of  theology 
Originally  from  Gonzales,  La.,  degree  in  1942,  specializing  in 
St.  Amant  is  a  1936  alumnus  of  church  history. 


New  Orleans  Seminary  other  areas  of  service,  which  he 
announces  the  appointment  of  has  wanted  to  plan  for  the 
(WO  Mississippi  ■jjjjjjlPnH  remainder  of  his  ministry, 
natives  to  posts 

as  division  Dennis  Sewell  recently  cele- 

chairmen.  brated  his  eighth  anniversary  at 

Daniel  H.  Hoi-  Highland  Church,  Laurel.  Sewell 

comb  has  been  leads  the  Highland  membership 

named  chair-  of  over  1,400  and  a  Sunday 

man  of  the  divi-  School  enrollment  of  approxi- 

sion  of  theolog-  mately  1,200  with  annual  receipts 

ical  and  histori-  of  over  $8(X),000.  The  church  is 

cal  studies.  He  Hokomb  anticipating  the  completion  of  its 

has  also  been  extensive  building  a^  renovation 

named  to  the  fully-endowed  John  project  which  began  last  October. 
T.  Westbrook  Chair  of  Church  ^well,  his  wife  Vicki,  and  their 
History.  A  native  of  Hattiesburg,  two  children  moved  to  Laurel 
be  is  a  graduate  from  Little  Rock,  Ark. 

Mississippi 

College,  the  Tom  Cox  of  Mountainburg, 


A.  Harvie  Jackson  (center)  was 
recently  licensed  to  preach  by  Man- 
tee  Church,  with  former  pastor 
Malcolm  Pinion  (ieft)  deiivering  the 
message.  Kinsey  Goidman,  Man- 
tee's  minister  of  music  (right),  also 
participated.  Jackson  is  the  son  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lonnie  Jackson  of 
Cumberiand.  He  can  be  contacted 
for  interim  and  suppiy  work  at  Rt. 
1,  Box  324,  Mantee,  MS  39751; 
phone  (601)  263-4402. 

music  secretary  and  assistant 
accompanist.  Their  address  will 
be  Rrst  Bt^tist  Church,  P.O.  Box 
1275,  George  Town,  Grand  Cay¬ 
man,  B.W.I. 


Auhman 


Barry 
Ward,  pastor  of 
Puckett  Church, 
recently 
received  the 
doctor  of  Chris¬ 
tian  ministry 
degree  from  the 
Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  School  for 
Biblical  Studies 
in  Jacksonville, 
Fla. 


Grace  Memorial  Church, 
Tupelo,  ordained  Joe  Cayson  as  a 
deacon  on  Aug.  7.  Ricky  Hol¬ 
loway  of  Eupora  preached  the 
charge  to  the  church.  Joe  Hol¬ 
comb,  pastor,  presented  him  a  cer¬ 
tificate  and  a  plaque  from  the 
church. 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  Joe  R. 

Stacker,  director  of  the  Baptist 
Sunday  School  Board’s  Pastor- 
Staff  Leadership  Department 
(formerly  Church  Administration 
Department)  has  announced  his 
plan-to  retire  from  that  position  Perry  Robinson  of  Laurel  has 
Feb.  28,  1995?  when  he  will  be  accepted  an  invitation  from  the 
62.  Stacker  said  he  has  chosen  First  Baptist  Church,  Grand  Cay- 
early  retirement  to  allow  time  for  man,  to  serve  as  minister  of  music 
a  new  director  to  be  selected  for  from  September  to  December.  His 
a  smooth  transition  and  to  give  wife  Wanda  will  begin  a 
himself  opportunity  to  explore  preschool  choir,  and  serve  as 


KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.  (BP)  — 
John  C.  Howell,  professor  of 
Christian  ethics  siiK:e  1960  at  Mid¬ 
western  Seminary,  will  serve  as 
interim  vice  president  for  academic 
affairs  and  dean  of  the  faculty, 
effective  Jan.  1,  1995.  This 
appointment  was  made  Sept  1  by 
seminary  President  Milton  Fergu¬ 
son  after  the  announced  resigna¬ 
tion  of  M.  Vernon  Davis,  acad^ic 
vice  president  since  1987  and  a 
memter  of  the  faculty  since  1983. 


Ward 


Continuing 

Witness 

Training 

National 

Seminar 


October  24-26,  1994 

Begins  Monday,  1 2:30  p.m. 
Concludes  Wednesday  11:15  a.m. 


Immanuel  Baptist  Church 
910  Weathersby  Road 
Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 


CHURCH  PEWS  & 
FURNITURE  CO. 


National  Leader:  Howard  Ramsey  (Mr.  CWT) 

State  Leader:  j.  (Sarland  McKee 

Pastor  Leader:  Bill  Smith 

Registration:  $75 

Register  with:  Evangelism  Department 

Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
P.O.  Box  530 

Jackson,  Mississippi  39205-0530 
(800)  748-1651/(601)  968-3800 


•k  Cushions  k  Baptistries 
k  Steeples  k  Renovation 
k  Pews  and  Pulpit 
Furniture 
(New  and  Used) 


Wallace  E.  Foy 

WATTS  1-800-898-0551 
Jackson  957-3762 


The  late  Albert  McQueen’s 
widow’s  mite,  50  cents  in  a  fruit 
)ar.  was  the  first  donation  that 
began  the  building  program  of  the 
Santa  Rosa  Church,  Picayune.  That 
50  cents  has  been  multiplied  a 
thousand  fold. 

Santa  Rosa  Church  was  orga¬ 
nized  as  a  mission  on  Nov.  21, 
1947,  and  began  worshipping  in 
the  old  Aaron  Academy  school 
under  the  leadership  of  Olyn  Sims. 

The  mission  petitioned  to  enter 
the  Pearl  River  Association  on  Oa. 
2,  1949,  and  was  accepted. 

When  the  NASA  test  site 


sage  from  God  was  to  invest  and 
put  the  money  to  work  for  the  Lord 
by  drawing  interest.  After  all  debts 
were  paid,  the  church  had  a  bal¬ 
ance  of  $36,171.53.  This  was  set 
up  in  the  “First  Baptist  Church  of 
Santa  Rosa  Memorial  Trust  Fund” 
with  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Foun¬ 
dation,  with  the  interest  going  each 
year  to  the  Cooperative  F^gram. 

By  June,  19^  $111,799.44  has 
been  given  to  the  Cooperative  Pro¬ 
gram.  McQueen’s  50  cents  in  a  jar 
keeps  on  growing.  The  number  of 
lives  touched  and  blessed  by  this 
“eternal”  stewardship  cannot  be 


SINCE  1898 


RENOVATION 

PEWS 

1-800-5.^7-472-^ 
WAC  O.  TEXAS 


By  Irma  K.  Frierson, 


moved  in,  forcing  the  church  to 
disband  in  1963,  the  government 
gave  the  church  $42,500  for  the 
property. 

When  the  church  disbaivled  the 
members  were  in  a  quatKlary  about 
what  to  do  with  the  money.  The 
prayer  of  each  member  was,  “Lord, 
show  us  what  to  do.”  God  .sent  a 
former  pastor,  Richard  Luebbert, 
with  his  an,swer.  Luebbert ’s  mes- 


measuied. 

Today,  former  members  of 
Santa  Rosa  Church  are  scattered  all 
over  Pearl  River  County  and  the 
states  of  Mississippi,  Louisiana, 
and  Alabama.  Each  year,  the  sec¬ 
ond  Sunday  in  November,  a 
reunion  is  held  at  Santa  Rosa. 

Frierson  lives  in  Picajrune  and 
is  a  former  member  of  Santa 
Rosa  Church. 


Bethlehem  Church,  Laurel. 

recently  held  a  groundbreaking  cer¬ 
emony  for  its  new  educational, 
office,  and  family  life  complex.  Par¬ 
ticipating  were  (from  left):  Valton 
Douglas,  pastor;  D.L.  Gieger  Jr; 
Jason  Loper,  building  committee 
chairman;  Mike  Parker;  and  Larry 
West.  Not  pictured  are  Bob  David¬ 
son  and  Pat  Taylor. 


Youths  from  Terry’s  Creek  Church,  Magnolia,  recently  returned  from 
Centrifuge  week  at  Ridgecrest  (N.C.)  Assembly.  Those  who  traveled  to  the 
week  of  Bible  study  and  worship  were,  left  to  right;  front,  Chad  Easley, 
Robin  Tageant,  Richard  McDaniel,  Jed  Stewart;  middle,  Sandy  Tageant, 
Julie  Stewart,  Robyn  Easley,  Robert  Tageant,  Jamie  Welch,  Derek  Lea. 
Breaux  Tageant;  back,  Amanda  Temple,  Brent  Robinson,  Bonnie 
McDaniel,  Ricki  Lea,  Corey  Lea,  Kelly  Easley.  Jeffery  Stewart,  and  Maurice 
Foreman.  Not  pictured  is  Lynley  Sturdivant. 


Santa  Rosa  Memorial  Fund 
began  with  a  widow’s  mite 


Just  for  the  Record 
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mi  RAmST  TORLD  CONGRESS 

AUGUST  1  6,  1  9  9  5  lUtMOS  AIRfS.  ARGENTIHA 


Celebrate  Christ:  The  Hope  of  the  World! 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  price,  birHjing  and  style  to  meet  every 
need.  Quality  workmanship  guaranteed. 
Write  for  illustrated  price  folder. 
"Internationally  known  specialists" 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 

Bex  30S-C  —  Greenwood,  Met.  SatSO 


CLASSIFIED  ADS 

RATE:  so  cents  per  word,  $S  minimum.  Cash  with  order  except  on  contract 
advertising,  include  name,  address,  zip  code,  and  phone  number  in  word  count. 
No  blind  ads. 


FOR  SALE:  Two  octave  Mallmark 
handbells  with  cases  valued  at 
$2,300.  For  info  call  (205)  867- 
8051  and  ask  for  Richard  Hamrick. 

baphstry/bathtub  repar. 

Porcelain  or  fiberglass.  No  job  too 
large  or  small.  Statewide  service. 
No  mileage  charge.  K&K  Bathtub 
Repair,  118  S.  McCrary  Rd., 
Columbus.  MS  39702;  1-800- 
349-2882. 

CHURCH  PEW  CUSHIONS: 
Manufactured  in  our  plant.  For 
free  estimate  contact  —  Emmons 
Brothers,  P.O.  Box  186,  Meridian, 
Miss.  39301.  Since  1899.  Phone 
(601)693-4451. 

FOR  SALE:  1984  Chevrolet  26- 
passenger  bus.  New  engine,  roof 
A/Cs,  generator,  good  condition. 
$5,000.  (601)469-3253. 

POSITIONS  AVAILABLE:  Asst. 
Director,  Kindergarten  teacher, 
and  afternoon  shifts  at  First  Bap¬ 
tist  Weekday  Ministries  in  Ridge- 
land.  Phone  (601)  856-8724. 

PRESCHOOL  MINISTRY  DIREC¬ 
TOR  r>eeded  to  direct  all  aspects 


of  programs  for  Preschoolers  at 
church.  Full-time  position.  Send 
resumes  to;  Preschool  Director, 
P.O.  Box  4961,  Cayce/West 
Columbia,  SC  29171 . 

OLD  UNION  BAPTIST  Church, 
Lee  County,  MS,  seeks  a  youth 
arxf  music  director.  Contact  Dal¬ 
ton  Sparks  at  (601 )  566-2934. 

SO.  BAPT.  MINISTER  22  yrs. 
bivocational  experience,  seeldng 
small  full-time  or  bivocational 
church.  Phone  (904)  204-1519. 
Resume  address:  Daniel  Klahn, 
Mayo,  FL  32066-9785. 

CHURCH  BUS.  1974  Ford  62- 
passertger  (lots  of  storage  inside 
and  urxlemeath).  Excellent  condi¬ 
tion.  $3,000.  (601)  625-3392. 

YOUTH  GROUPS  NEEDED  in 

Atlanta,  Orlando,  Philadelphia, 
Baltimore,  Boston,  Toronto,  Buf¬ 
falo  for  1995  summer  mission 
projects.  We  provide  meals,  lodg¬ 
ing,  assignment.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  costs,  call  Dr.  Harry- 
Fowler,  Youth  on  Mission,  Box 
2095,  Rocky  Mount,  NC  27802 
(919)985-4499. 


Cold  Springs  Church,  Collins,  recently  held  its  Girls 
in  Action  Recognition  Service.  Pictured,  from  left,  front 
row,  are  Misty  Dickens,  Jeana  McKee,  Elaine  Layton, 
GA  director;  second  row,  Jennifer  Dickens  and  Erin 
Scott.  Mike  Davis  is  pastor. 


First  Church,  Terry,  recently  held  a  GA  recognition 
service.  Those  who  were  honored  are  pictured,  left  to 
right:  back  row,  Amanda  Trosper,  Molly  Brister.  Melis¬ 
sa  Bynum,  Carla  Necaise,  Renee  Patterson;  middle 
row,  Candace  Cloer,  Jamie  Moore,  Tiffany  Holder, 
Shelly  Ivers,  Katie  Little;  front  row;  Emalee  Bell, 
Christina  Reese,  Heather  Holder,  Allison  Bell,  and 
Lac^  Jackson.  Not  pictured  are  leaders  Colleen  Little 
and  LaCresa  Bell. 


Mississippi  College  (MC)  has 
received  iqiproval  from  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Bar  A^ociation  (ABA)  for  its 
paralegal  studies  programs.  MC 
was  granted  ABA  qrproval  for  its 
bachelor  of  science  degree  and  cer¬ 
tificate  program  for  a  period  of 
five  years.  MC’s  is  one  of  only 
three  ABA-approved  programs  in 
the  state.  For  informatiofi,  contact 


Anna  Qements,  director  of  parale¬ 
gal  studies,  at  (Ml)  925-3812. 

Wheeler  Grove  Church, 
Corinth,  will  host  the  original 
Heisman  in  a  sing  at  2  p.m.  on 
Sept.  25.  The  presentation  is  part 
of  the  church’s  annual  homecom¬ 
ing.  For  mme  inftnmation,  call  the 
church  at  (601)  287-2864. 


ALL  NEW  CHAMPION  CRUSADER 

1 4  Passenger  Full  Size  Bus 
NO  CDL  REQUIRED 

Bus  Supply  Company 
Hwy.  98  East 

(601 )  684-2900  McComb,  MS  1  -800-746-8681 


Easthaven  Church,  Richland, 
will  ^nsor  a  go^l  sing  on  Oct. 
1  to  benefit  Kermit  McGregor, 

Gtor  of  First  Church,  Men^n- 
.  The  sing  will  be  held  at  Light¬ 
house  Church  in  Richland,  begin¬ 
ning  at  6  p.m.  Featured  groups  will 
be;  the  Peasant  Valley  quartet,  the 
Sims  Brothers,  the  Revelations,  the 
Watchman,  and  Dick  Steadman. 
For  more  information,  call  (601) 
932-3861  or  939-5272. 

White  Bluff  Church,  Fox- 
worth,  will  observe  a  pastor  appre¬ 
ciation  day  for  Marvin  Graham’s 
10th  anniversary  at  die  church  on 
Oct.  2,  beginning  at  10  a.m.  B. 
Alfied  Jones  of  Columbia  will  be 
the  guest  speaker.  Dallas  Raybora 
of  Hattiesburg  will  lead  the  music. 
A  noon  dinner  on  the  grounds  will 
be  .served. 

Southeastern  Seminary  in 
Wake  Forest,  N.C.,  seeks  a  person 
to  fill  a  vacancy  on  (he  New  Testa¬ 
ment  faculty.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  or  to  send  recommendations, 
write  L.  Russ  Bush,  SEBTS,  P.O. 
Box  1889,  Wake  Forest,  NC 
27588. 


AFA  scores  networks,  top 
12  sponsors  of  TV  trash 

TUPELO  —  The  four  major  netwoifc  for  the  first  time, 
televisioa  netwoiks  air  a  total  of  Fox  led  the  sex,  violence,  and 
47.38  incideots  of  sex,  violence,  profanity  categories  with  a  total  (rf’ 
and  profanity  every  hom.  accord-  18.82  incidents  per  hour.  CBS 
ing  to  the  latest  mooitoiing  by  the  scored  in  at  10.01,  NBC  at  9.83. 
American Runily  Assodamm.  and  ABC  at  8.72  incidents  per 

The  monitoring,  done  during  hour, 
the  prime  time  boors  of  May  1-28,  A  total  of  86%  of  all  sex  pre- 

sbowed  those  totals  fiom  27.47  semed  during  the  monitoring  ^ri- 
during  similar  monitoring  done  od  was  depicted  outside  marriage. 
Oct  17-Nov.  13  last  fall.  lat-  The  top  12  commercial  spon- 
est  monitoring  included  the  Fox  sors  of  prime  time  filth  were: 


and  Southern  Thomas  Atwood  has  accqMed  a  y  b  a  n  k 

Seminary.  the  call  as  pastor  of  First  Chuxli,  ‘  Church,  Hat- 

Oxfbrd,  efmctive  Sept.  25.  tieriiorg.  He  has 

First  Church,  Greenville,  has  ^P^^^^^^mpreviously 

called  Rkk  Ball  as  associate  pas-  Pass  Road  Church,  Gul^rt,  served  churches 

tor  and  minister  of  education.  Ball  has  called  Curtis  Davis  as  minis-  in  Washington, 

goes  to  Greenville  from  First  ter  of  youth/education.  He  is  a  Louisiana,  and 

Church,  Madison,  where  he  served  graduate  of  the  University  of  Mississippi.  He 

as  minister  of  youth  and  educa-  Alabama  and  previously  served  and  his  wife  will 

tion.  He  is  a  graduate  of  William  churches  in  St  Elmo  and  Saraland,  Anltman  continue  to 

Carey  College  and  New  Orleans  Ala.  make  their  home  in  Hattiesburg. 

Seminary. 

Clarence  Mayo  has  announced  Byram  Church,  Jackson,  has 
Paul  Middleton  has  accepted  bis  retirement  a^astor  of  Cedar  called  Robert  W.  Andrews  as 
the  position  of  pastor  of  Spring  Bluff  Church,  Clay  Association,  pastor,  effective  Oct.  2.  The  Mon- 
Hill  Church,  Marshall  Associa-  effective  Sept  18.  A>r  a  period  of  roeville,  Ala.,  native  is  a  graduate 
tion.  He  was  recently  ordained  at  43  years,  Mayo  has  pastored  of  Mobile  College  and  is  currently 
his  home  church,  Broadway,  Olive  churches  in  Louisville,  PUladel-  enrolled  at  Mississippi  College.  He 
Branch.  Middleton  is  completing  phia.  New  Albany,  Ripley,  and  previously  served  Calvary  Church, 

Belzoni. 


EAEUL  COMPANY 

1  Anheuser-Busch  Co.  22.36 

Colonial  bread.  Eagle  snacks 

2  SUmfast  Foods  Co.  22.12 

Slinrfast  diet  aids 

3  American  Home  Products  21.81 

Advil,  Dimetapp,  Robitussin 

4  Upjohn  Company  20.95 

Cortald,  Kaopectate.  Motrin 

5  Visa  USA  19.83 

VISA  card 

6  Shaw  Industries  19.58 

Trustmark  carpet 

7  Cotter  &  Company  19.45 

True-Value  stores 

8  Ralston  Purina  Company  19.37 

Chex  cereal.  Hostess  snack  foods 

9  Subway  Sandwich  Shops  18.13 

10  Mazda  Motors  of  America  18.04 

Mazda  autos 

11  MCI  Communications  Corp.  17.98 

MCI,  Friends  and  Family  phone  program 

12  Bristol-Myers  Squibb  Company  17.97 

Ban.  Clairol.  Nuprin.  Ultresse 

*The  score  is  based  on  the  average  number  of  sex,  vioence,  and 
profanity  incidents  sponsored  per  30-second  commercial  aired. 


Harvey  Overstreet  has 
resigned  as  minister  of  music  of 
Hebron  Church,  Montgomery 
Association,  to  enter  full-time 
evangelism  alongside  his  wife 
Tommie,  who  served  as  painist  for 
the  church.  They  can  be  contacted 
few  revivals  and  other  events  at  84 
Overstreet  Rd.,  Vaiden,  MS 
39176;  phone  (601)  262-7188. 


Life  Chain  set  for  Oct.  2  f 


Danny  Berry  has  resigned  as 
pastor  of  Simmons  Memorial 

•  Church,  Flora, 
to  become  bivo- 
cational  pastor 
of  Galilee 
Church,  Puck¬ 
ett.  Berry  also 
serves  as  ebap- 
lain/counselor  at 
the  Mississippi 


Life  Chain  ’94  is  scheduled  to  designated  information  centers 
be  held  in  cities  across  Mississip-  on  Oct.  2. 
pi  on  Oct.  2,  from  2:30-3:30  p.m.  For  more  information  about 
Life  Chain  is  a  gathering  of  Life  Chain  ’94  events  in  your 
Christians  along  city  streets  in  a  copuappity,  contact  the  Christian 
peaceful,  prayerful  show  of  sup-  Action  Commission  of  the  Mis- 
port  for  the  sanctity  of  unborn  sissippi  Baptist  Convention  at 
life.  Participants  pray  and  bold  (800)  748-1651  or  (601)  968- 
signs,  which  will  be  available  at  3800. 


Baptist  Medicid 
_  Center’s  (2hemi- 

cal  Dependency 
Center.  He  is  a  graduate  of 
William  Carey  College  and  New 
Orleans  Seminary. 


Green’s  Creek,  Petal:  Sept.  Many,  La.,  evangelist:  David 
25-28;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  7  McGuffee,  pastor, 
p.m.;  7  p.m.  nightly;  G^  Bowl¬ 
in,  Brandon,  evangelist;  Rick  First,  Yazoo  City:  Sept.  25- 
Hamm,  music;  Michael  Routon,  28;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6  p.m.; 
pastor.  Mon.- Wed.,  12  p.m.  and  7  p.m.; 

Roy  Raddin,  Washington  A^oci- 
East  Mt.  Zion,  Baldwyn:  ation  DOM,  evangelist;  Curtis 
Sq)t.  25-30;  Sunday,  1 1  ajn.  and  Hatcher,  Greenville,  music;  David 
7  p.m.;  7  nightly;  Castor  Bose,  Raddin,  pastor, 
evangelist;  Rick  Morrell,  music; 

Gerald  Ca^e,  pastor.  Foxworth  (Marion):  Sept.  25- 

28;  Sunday,  1 1  a.m.  arid  7  p.m.:  7 
Bethsaida  (Neshoba):  Sept,  nightly;  Billy  R.  Thomas, 
25-30;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  7/^afayette,  La.,  evangelist;  Steve 
p.m.;  fellowship  supper,  5:30;  Warren,  Florence,  music:  Ladell 
Mon.-Fri.,  10:30  a.m.  and  7  p.m.;  Blanton,  pastor. 

Gordon  Sansing  Jr.,  Vicksburg, 

evangelist;  Danny  Skinner,  music;  Looxahoma,  Senatobia:  Oct. 
Jerry  Guess,  pastor.  9-14;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  7:30 

p.m.;  Mon.-Fri.,  7:30  p.m.;  E.B. 
“Zeke”  Lancaster,  Conway,  Ark., 
evarigelist;  Larry  Reeder,  Oxford, 
music;  Alex  Lawson,  pastor. 

New  Hope,  Montkello:  Sept. 
25-30;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6 
p.m.;  Mon.-Fri.,  7  p.m.:  Gene 
Cloverdale,  Natchez:  Sept.  Douglas  and  Tom  Mercier,  evan- 
25-28:  7  nightly:  Bobby  Dye,  geli.sts:  David  Williams,  pa.stor. 


Fii^t  Church, 
Stonewall, 
celebrates  100 


First  Church,  Stonewall,  will 
mark  its  100th  anniversary  on  Oct. 
8-9. 

The  celebration  will  bean  with 
a  5  p.m.  balloon  lift-off,  rollowed 
by  refieshments  aixl  a  worship  ser¬ 
vice.  John  Merck  will  be  the  gwst 
speaker  for  the  worship  service, 
and  Bill  Gobel  will  lead  music. 

On  Oct.  9,  services  begin  at  10 
a.m.  with  Sollie  Smith' as  guest 
speaker  and  Mark  Jones  as  music 
leader.  Afterward,  lunch  will  be 
served  in  the  fellowship  hall,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  an  afternoon  sing. 

For  more  information,  call  the 
church  at  (601)  659-7607  or  659- 
9659.  Albert  McMullen  is  pastor. 


First,  Lake:  Sept.  25-29;  Sun¬ 
day,  11  a.m.  and  7  p.m.;  Mon.- 
Thurs.,  7:30  p.m.;  Harrison 
Weger,  Laurel,  evangelist;  Donnie 
and  Cynthia  Stuart,  music;  Ken 
McLemore,  pastor. 


SeB4f  yoar  couB»*Uug  quemttoas  Co  UfeAnswers  c/o  77ie  Baptist  Reo 
drd.  r.O.  Box  930,  Jmckmoa,  MS  50209-0030.  rtomte  be  brief.  Bmae 
la  aot  reqtdred.  Beaaemben  la  Ume  of  alula,  year  pastor  can  atabe 
tecoauaeadatlona  on  yoar  comaaeUag  aeeda. 


life  and  Work 

Gk>d  is  faithful 


Uniform 

Making  choices 

■  By  Rkhard  Bradley 

Jofihiui24 

In  Joshua  24  we  find  one  of  the  greatest  challenges  in 
all  of  the  Word  of  God:  “But  if  serving  die  L<ml  seems 
undesirable  to  you,  then  choose  for  yourselves  this  day 
whom  you  will  serve,  whether  the  gods  your  forefathers 
served  beyond  the  River,  or  the  gods  of  the  Amorites,  in 
whose  latKl  you  are  living.  But  as  for  me  and  my  house¬ 
hold,  we  will  serve  die  LORD”  (NIV).  We  must  all  choose 
to  serve  someone  or  some  thing.  God’s  desire  is  that  we 
recognize  our  covenant  reqxiosibilities  as  Christians  and 
actively  choose  to  serve  turn.  This  was  Joshua’s  choice  and 
the  choice  to  which  he  called  the  Hebrews  and  to  which 
God  calls  us  today. 

Covenant  renewals  (w.  l-2a).  The  Christian  life  is  a 
life  of  renewal.  In  fact,  the  success  of  the  Christian  life 
depends  on  a  series  of  renewals.  This  was  Joshua’s  objec¬ 
tive  when  he  had  the  peo^e  gather  toged^  in  Shediem. 
Like  the  Israelites,  Chrisnans  need  to  periodically  renew 
their  covenant  relationshq)  with  God. 

Regular  times  of  renewal  will  do  several  things  for 
God’s  people.  These  times  will  remind  us  of  who  we  are; 
we  are  the  people  of  God  and  we  are  to  live  like  it  These 
times  wiU  remind  us  of  the  One  to  whom  we  belong.  As 
his  people  we  are  the  peculiar  possession  of  God  and  we 
are  lov^  and  treasured  by  him.  Finally,  these  times  will 
remind  us  of  our  responsibilities  to  God,  to  love  him  and 
serve  him  without  reservation. 

The  source  of  all  our  blessings  (w.  11-13).  The  Bible 
is  clear  as  to  the  source  of  ev^  good  and  worthwhile 
thing  that  comes  our  way  in  life: 

“Every  good  gift  and  every  perfect  gift  is  from  above, 
and  cometh  down  from  the  Father  of  lights,  with  whom  is 
no  variableness,  neither  shadow  of  turning”  (James  1:17, 
KJV).  In  verses  11  and  12  of  this  chapter,  G^  reminded 
the  Hebrews  that  it  was  not  their  cunning,  ingenuity,  or 
skill  in  battle  which  enabled  them  to  take  possession  of  the 
promised  land.  It  was  the  Lord  which  went  before  them. 
Remember  the  terror  in  the  hearts  of  the  petmle  of  Jeridio? 
It  was  not  a  fear  of  the  Hebrews  diat  they  felt,  the  fear  of 
the  Lord  had  been  put  into  their  hearts  by  the  Hdy  Spirit. 

God  is  the  great  architect  of  every  worthwhile  victory  in 
the  Christian  life.  That  which  does  not  come  from  him,  that 
which  is  not  controlled  by  him,  that  which  is  not  promoted 
by  him,  that  which  is  not  energized  by  him  and  empowered 
by  him.  d(^  not  last.  The  people  were  to  remember  where 
they  g(x  their  homes,  flocks,  and  fields,  and  in  doing  so 
they  would  remain  faithful  to  the  great  Provider.  Forgetting 
the  source  of  their  blessings  would  lead  to  apostasy  wd 
disaster. 

No  one  can  choose  for  ns  (w.  14-15).  This  life  is  one 
of  choices.  Life’s  most  important  choice  centers  in  our 
relationship  with  God.  We  all  either  choose  to  have  a  rela¬ 
tions!^  with  God  or  choose  to  not  have  a  relatioosh^  with 
God.  lo  not  choose  is  not  a  listed  q)tioo.  Joshua  was  clear 
about  this  in  his  instructions  to  the  people.  God  bad 
brought  them  to  the  promised  land  and  now  would  be 
scattering  throu^out  the  land  to  take  possession  of  it. 

Once  the  land  was  conquered  and  they  had  taken  full  pos¬ 
session  of  it,  what  would  they  do  with  the  God  who  had 
brought  tbm  there? 

Studying  Joshua’s  challenge  to  the  people  to  dioose 
between  Jehovah  or  the  gods  of  the  pagans  should  motivate 
us  to  make  wise  and  lasting  choices  regarding  our  relation¬ 
ship  to  God.  To  choose  God  is  to  choose  light  and  life;  to 
choose  the  gods  of  the  wmld  is  to  choose  darkness  and 
deatit 

Reaffirming  otir  loyalty  to  God  (w.  14-25).  It’s  one 
thing  to  talk  at^t  our  loyalty  to  God,  it’s  quite  another 
thing  to  take  steps  to  demonstrate  or  prove  that  loyalty. 
Joshua  not  only  asked  (he  per^le  to  cortunit  themselves  to 
the  God  who  h^  brou^  them  into  the  promised  land,  he 
asked  them  to  do  something  to  prove  thw  commitment. 
When  they  were  asked  who  they  would  serve,  the  people 
said:  “We  will  serve  the  Lord”  (v.  21b,  NTV).  Joshua  then 
asked  them  to  prove  their  commitment:  “Now  then,”  said 
Joshua,  “throw  away  the  foreign  gods  that  are  among  you 
and  yield  your  hearts  to  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Israel.”  (v. 

23,  NIV). 

Bradley  is  pastor,  Handsboro  Church,  Golfjpot*t. 


Bible  Book 


A  song 


of  love 


By  Raymond  Krdb 
Song  of  Solomon  1-8 


Many  difierent  interpretations  of  the  Song  of  Solomon 
have  been  presented  by  those  who  sought  its  true  meaning. 
Some  think  of  it  as  an  allegory.  Following  this  metiiod, 
things,  words,  and  hqrpenings  are  given  meanings  different 
fixMn  their  lite^  meanings.  Ancient  Jewish  writers  inter¬ 
preted  these  poems  as  d^ribing  in  figurative  language  the 
relationshq)  between  Israel  and  their  covenant  God,  Yah- 
weh  (Jehovah).  A  number  of  the  ancient  church  fathers  and 
some  modem  Christians  have  followed  the  allegorical 
method  and  interpreted  the  lover  and  the  belov^  as  refer¬ 
ences  to  God,  or  Christ,  and  the  church.  Often  small  details 
witiun  the  poems  are  seen  as  re]xesenting  some  aspect  of 
that  relatitxiship. 

It  seems  that  the  most  commonly  accqited  view  today  is 
that  of  a  literal  interpretation,  that  poms  describe 
human  love.  This  is  the  one  followed  here.  There  are  other 
ai^itoaches  to  the  interpretation,  but  the  ernes  mentioned  are 
tire  most  common  oiks.  It  should  be  remembered  that  the 
desemtive  language  used  throughout  this  book  would  be 
consiwred  per^tly  chaste  in  the  oriental  setting  in  which 
it  was  written.  Different  poems  in  this  collection  show 
some  repetition.  The  collection  seems  to  have  been  brought 
together  to  convey  a  message  about  the  strength  of  love  and 
to  call  for  fidelity  in  a  marriage  relationship. 

The  bdoved’s  praise  of  his  bride  (4:9-12).  The  first 
part  of  this  ch2q)ter  is  an  ouq)ouring  of  praise  by  tire  young 
man  for  his  beloved.  Her  natural  b^ty  is  such  that  be 
seems  to  see  in  all  ctf  nature  something  that  reminds  him  of 
her  and  be  draws  on  oire  illustration  a^r  aix)tber  to 
describe  her  physical  beauty.  A  little  boy  asked  for  an  ice 
cream  cone  beouise  be  had  seen  somethfeg  that  reminded 
him  of  ice  cream.  When  asked  why  that  object  reminded 
him  of  ice  cream,  his  logical  answer  was,  “Everytiung 
reminds  me  of  ice  cream.”  So  it  is  with  ^  one  who  is  in 
love.  Everything  reminds  him  of  the  beloved.  A  young  hus¬ 
band  was  ^renefesg  several  days  on  a  trip  witimut  his  wife. 
While  on  a  farm  he  saw  some  red  hogs  and  exclaimed, 

“Ob,  that  makes  me  think  of  my  wife!”  No,  he  was  not 
comparing  tus  wife  to  a  hog,  but  be  was  trussing  bis  red- 
beaded  wife  apd  almost  anything  made  him  thi^  of  her.  So 
it  is  in  these  poems. 

“You  have  stolen  my  heart,  my  sister,  my  bride”  (4:9). 
Just  a  glance  fiom  her  eyes  starts  his  heart  pound^.  Then 
he  tries  to  describe  the  indescribable  joy  be  feels  in  her 
presence. 

The  bride’s  invitation,  dream,  and  praise  (5:9-11, 

16).  A  dream  turns  into  a  nightmare  (5:^8).  Only  half 
asl^  tire  young  woman  dreams  that  her  bdoved  is  kiMxk- 
ing  on  her  door.  S»he  (^ns  tire  dotre  but  he  is  gone.  She 
searches  for  turn  in  tire  city  and  is  beaten  by  watchmen. 
Then  tire  calls  on  the  “daughters  of  Jerusalem”  to  heh>  her 
find  him.  They  ridicule  her  by  asking  bow  he  is  differrat 
from  any  other.  She  describes  him  witir  many  words  of 
praise.  ^  says  be  is  so  outstanding  tiurt  he  could  easily  be 
recognized  in  a  crowd  of  ten  thousand. 

The  bride  and  tiie  beloved’s  mutual  exclusive  love 
(6:1-5).  The  friends  then  ask  which  way  the  beloved  has 
gone  so  that  they  may  look  for  him  too.  She  tells  them  ^te 
cleariy,  “I  am  my  lover’s  and  my  lover  is  mine”  (6:3).  mc 
finds  him  and  hears  more  praise  fiom  him. 

The  strength  and  worth  of  love  (8:6-7).  “Place  me  like 
a  seal  on  your  arm;  for  love  is  as  strong  as  death,  its  jeal¬ 
ousy  unyielding  as  the  grave”  (8:6).  The  seal  over  tire  heart 
or  on  tire  arm  was  worn  on  a  c^  hanging  from  the  neck  or 
as  a  ring  on  the  finger.  She  wanted  a  strong  affimaation  of 
his  love  and  she  wanted  it  to  be  a  declaration  to  ev^one. 
Married  couples  often  wear  rings  today.  Thou^  differetti 
from  those,  they  are  a  public  d^laration  that  “We  beltxig  to 
each  other  exclusively.”  Love  is  as  strong  as  death.  Death  is 
fiiuti.  Marriage  should  be  entered  into  as  lasting,  a  point  of 
no  return. 

The  same  advice  is  given  to  the  “daughters  of  Jerusa¬ 
lem”  at  three  different  points  in  this  book  (2:7;  3:5;  8:4). 
Maybe  this  is  just  an  older  version  of  the  modem  True 
Love  Waits. 

Kolb  is  a  retired  missionary  living  in  Clinton. 


■  By  Ruth  Aflcn 

Deuteronomy  2, 1  Kings  8, 

1  Corinthians  10, 

1  Tbessalonians  5, 1  John  1 

There  was  ortce  a  man  who  seemed  trever  to  accomplish 
anything.  He  was  always  a  failure,  but  one  day  bis  Ufe  was 
turned  around.  Here  is  bis  story:  “When  I  was  in  coUege,  1 
belonged  to  a  fraternity  initiation  committee.  My  job  wa.s  to 
drive  my  car  at  a  tremendous  speed  straight  toward  some 
irew  members  lirred  up  in  the  middle  of  ^  road.  They 
could  not  jump  until  ^y  were  told,  whidi  would  always 
be  at  the  1^  minute. 

“It  was  a  dark  ni^,  and  my  car  reached  100  miles  per 
hour.  At  the  last  minute,  all  the  pledges  jumped,  except 
oire.  He  was  lolled  insuuntly. 

“I  left  college  after  the  tragedy.  I  married  and  had  two 
children.  But  £e  look  on  tire  boy’s  face  as  I  passed  over 
him  at  such  qreed  stayed  in  my  mind  all  the  time!  I  became 
moody  and  inconsistent,  and  I  became  a  drunkard. 

“I  was  drinking  at  home  one  morning  when  there  was  a 
knock  at  my  door.  As  I  qrerred  the  dom,  I  saw  a  woman 
who  looked  vaguely  familiar.  She  introduced  herself  as  the 
mother  of  the  toy  I  had  killed.  She  said  she  had  hated  me 
for  years  and  wanted  revenge.  Recently  she  had  given  her 
life  to  Christ  and  had  experienced  forgivene.ss.  She  .said.  ‘I 
am  here  to  let  you  know  I  forgive  you. ’ 

“I  looked  iixo  her  eyes  and  saw  permission  to  forgive 
myself,  to  be  the  kind  of  person  I  could  be  had  I  never  hit 
her  son.  Forgiveiress  changed  my  life.” 

In  1  John  1 :9,  John  says,  “If  we  confess  our  sins,  he  is 
faithful  and  just  to  forgive  us  our  sins,  and  to  cleanse  us 
frmn  all  unnghteousrress.” 

The  reassuring  fact  of  God’s  faithfulrress  has  been  that 
God,  tiuou^  human  history,  has  been  willing  to  forgive 
sins.  In  the  Bible  this  fact  is  manifested  over  and  over.  Sev¬ 
eral  wonderful  truths  have  emerged  concerning  the  faitiiful- 
rress  of  God.  These  facts  delight  the  hearts  of  Christians 
and  convict  sinfiil  humanity.  Some  of  the  great  promises  of 
God  are  : 

1.  Because  God  is  unchangeable  in  his  nature,  he 
remains  faithftil,  even  though  his  people  are  unfaithful. 
Moses  imKlaimed  to  the  children  of  Israel  that  “God  is  a 
God  of  truth,  without  iniquity,  just  :uid  right.”  God  “is  the 
same  yesterday,  today,  ato  forever.” 

2.  When  God  makes  a  promise,  he  honors  his  word. 
King  David  accumulated  materials  for  construction  of  a 
temple  to  honor  God.  However,  he  was  not  allowed  to  lead 
in  the  actual  construction  because  blood  was  on  his  bands. 
God  did  tell  David  that  “it  was  well  that  it  was  in  his 
heart;”  God  kept  his  word,  and  David  was  denied  his  desire 
to  build  tto  teiiq>le  just  as  Moses  was  denied  entrance  into 
tte  promised  lai^  One  can  be  sure  that  God  honors  his 
wor^  without  exception! 

3.  God  is  faitiiAti  to  those  who  are  tempted.  God’s 
faithfulrress  is  mtm’s  guarantee  that  he’ll  irever  be  tempted 
beyond  his  strength.  The  Lord  offers  his  permle  a  lifetime 
warranty  covering  all  temptations.  Witii  God’s  assurance, 
no  one’s  temptation  is  beyond  resistance.  However,  God’s 
c^dren  must  cooperate  in  evading  temptatioa  Curiosity 
presents  one  of  the  greatest  dangers  for  temptation.  Living 
conditions  were  ideal  in  Eden,  so  the  sin  of  Adam  and  Eve 
was  not  pron^fed  by  a  desire  to  better  their  environment. 
(Curiosity  was  one  of  the  lures  that  got  them  into  trouble.  In 
the  African  bush,  the  leopard  catches  and  devours  the  ante¬ 
lope  because  of  curiosity.  The  leopard  conceals  himself  in 
tto  tall  grass;  when  the  antdope  passes  irearby,  the  leopard, 
inviting  the  antelope  to  take  a  closer  look,  ge^y  sways  the 
grass.  In  tire  brief  moment  of  closer  insp^oi^  the  leop^ 
attacks.  God  has  imxnised  to  be  ftdtiiful  in  assisting  during 
temptation;  but  m  children  must  do  their  part  in  refusing  to 
yield  to  close  inspection  of  temptation. 

4.  When  Chratians  receive  salvation  ftrom  God,  God 
is  trustworthy  to  securely  sustain  those  who  have  been 
redeemed.  ChristiarK  can  trust  him  “to  be  with  us  to  the 
end  of  the  age,”  for  he  faithfully  guards  their  footsteps 
along  tire  way. 

God  is  faithful  to  forgive.  What  a  glorious  blessing! 
Christiaas  need  to  claim  this  promise  which  God  has  miide 
to  be  faithful  to  those  whom  he  loves  and  has  forgiven. 
Alton  Hves  in  Jadrson. 
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Have  fiat  with  cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A  King 
James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  encoded  by  letter  substitutknt.  The  same 
letter  is  substitute!  throughout  the  purde.  Soh/e  by  trial  and  error.  Anstoer 
to  last  week's  puzzle:  Proverbs  Fourteen:  Five. 


